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1 CELL deſde 
$ Tothe READER. 
; HE World is bad enough already, 


bur if reproved, becomes much 
Worſe ; That which was of God 
_ EQ ordained to work the Cure, now 
ſerving for little elſe, but to Enflame the 
Diſeaſe. Every light Sore. , by a reproof is pre- 
ſently Anger d into an Incurable Ulcer; and, 
45 ifall our Patients had been formerly Diſci- 
ples trained up inthe School of one Tyrannus, 
the Doctors mult Suffer , not becauſe theſe 
cannot heal, bur thoſe will not be healed, 
whileſt in ben of 2 Servaſtss, nothing is retur- 
ned burt---me Occidiſtis amici. 
:It che Sea be not more: merciful to S. Paul, 
than the Souldiers, for all his faichfulneſs in 
 Predidling , and care 1n Preſervins , he may A8. 37. 42, 
drown in his own. Blood, and Gronks hazard 
©; of any other ſhip-wreck. 
-® All Scripture 1s profitable for Correfion, 8c. 3 Tim. 3. 1g, 


2  -<But our ſtrange Incorrioiblensſs {eeras to make 
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th 


To the READER. 


that Scripture Unprofitable , which faith fo. 
For as it is with Scythians, if they Breathe a 
Vein. under the Tongue; fo is it with Chri- 
ſtians, if we draw the leaſt Blood from under 
the Ear, it produceth a Perpetual Barrenneſs. 
Thoſethat can Laugh and Grin, when they 
hear Others, will as certainly Gnaſh upon the 
? Preacher when they hear themſelves reproved. 
|{*Dean of els. Therefore was it of late moſt.*Seaſonably ob- 
| ſerved, concerning that Solemn Proteſtation 
{xCor. 1.23. ofthe ApolHe,viz. Tcall God for a record upon my 
| Sorl, that to ſpare you,I came not as yet to Corinth. 
; The reafon whereof was, becauſe if he had 
cone, hemuſt have been conſtrained to uſe 
Seyerities upon their Diſorders ; which if, In- 
+ effectual , tis commg had Encreaſed, not their 
1 Shes only, but their 7adgments. Indeed, upon 
1 that very account it was, that the Author of 
theſe Sermons ( being Commanded to theſe 
Publique Services) made it his care to Fix 
upon the moſt Sparing and Merciful Themes 
he could meet withal. | 
Two arrows he {hot and ſent abroad here. 
rofore ; what ever thoſe did, theſe- that are 
| *  *** now Sending after- them are far enough over 
EE. from hitting or burting any... Balms, if any here 


be 


"0 
be, certainly they are ſuch as will not break 
mens Heads. 

When Moſes could be no longer hid, look, 
what his Mother did by him, the fame is our | 
Ehurch put to doby her too-big-. grown Children 


2 Exod.2. 334: 


Only to ſer ſoflto obſerve their Flogtings, and | 
ſee if 3ny un&xpeted Hand of Providence, | 
may yet pull them on ſhoar. | 

Thus, thoughour Ship-men doe {till 4bide in | 
the Ship , yet are they torc'd to ler ber Drive. 
And the Phdiſtine Kine muſt be turned up, to 15am. 6, n. | 

 leeit of themſelves, they will take the ſtraight ] 
way to Beth-ſhemeſh, | 

He, whoſe Power it Was of old, to turn the hearts 
of the Fathers to the Children , might it be his 
Work in our Dayes, to turn the hearts of the Chil- 
dren to the Fathers ; and at laſt perſwade Japhet 
to dwell inthe Tents of Shem : which as it ſhould 
be the endeavour of our Souls, ſo alſo, the cherf defire 
of ourEyes;and would be a ſþeFacle full as Pleaſing 
as S. Paul inthe Pulpit, but far more then Rome 
in her Flouriſhing; To the Hindering of the 
one ( according to our preſent meaſure) and the 
haſtening of the other, nothing does more contris 

bute than theſe our divided dwellings. Z 
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Pſal. 1.3. 
And be ſhall be like a tree planted by the Rivers of 
Waters , which bringeth forth his fruit in his 
Seaſon. ; 


— HE _— ſaith a Father, is like 
SET untoa large compleat City wherein 
y are many ſtately houſes, andevyer 
houſe has it's ſeverall Door, and eac 
Door it's proper Key, which alone 
can open it , and give the Commer 
2 free, and fair Admiſsion, 
But what if all theſe Keys be clapt together in one 
cluſter * then, out of the whole Buzchto ſingle, and 
find out 1am aptam, paris, & congruam clavem, H'lar. Prol 
| . in Pſalm, 
as the ſame Father hath ir, to hit upon the right Key z ,z,1,,, 
Maxima 
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Maxima ignaro affertur difficultas, it. muſt needs be 
matter of yery much puzzle and perplexity unto the 
Ignorant, and unskiktull Attempter, - 

Now, we all know this Book of Pſalms ro be one 
of the Goodlieſt —_— in all this great City of God; 
and our buſineſs at preſence lying in this firſt Pſalm, 
which is the Fore-gare, a$ it were, to the reſt of this 
Harmonious Range, amongſt thoſe many Zunches of 
Keyes, whichare brought-by ſeveral Interpreters, to 
unlock the door of this one Verſe, we that are yer 
ſadly ignorant, God knows, and too much unacquainted 
with his Myſteries, (ala$'!) how ſhall we be ever able to 
find out the Right Key, whereby we might un-erringly 
follow the Receſſes of God's Spirit in this Scripture, 
unleſs the Great Key-Keeper of Scripture, , He that has 
the Key of David, be pleaſed to put David's own Key 
into our hands, and open unto us ? 

Theretore it is good tor us to drawrnigh unto God ; 
yea, that's certain z but how ſhall we get neer him 2 
why, the beſt way ts to ſtand at the Door and knock : 
Though we have done it already , let us doe it again; 

and having no Key of our own, unleſs he pleaſe to 
lend us one, Let us earneſtly beſeech him , who is 
within to open, aud takeus in, who are without ; and 
(as the Spouſe begs) to Tell as where he makes bis 
reſt at Noon, i,e, whereabouts and in which ſence'ts bis 
brighteſt abode, and what may be the fulleſt and cleexeft 
importance of the words..now read unto you And be 
ſhall be like a tree, &c. 

The whole Plalm, as S, Hilary affirms, contains in 
it many Articles, and grand 'polats., of the Chriftan 


$4. in prolog.; Faiths Sacramentium Det corpoxrati docet, &c, 
| _ . »Iracquaincs us with the myſtery of Chrift Incarnate, 
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+ * anon Reviy d. ' 
promiſes the} ion of Saints in glory , affirms 

' the Reſurre(#:F9®oth of the Righteous, and 'of the 
ungodly ; and laſtly, it afſures a Reward to the one, and 
denounceth an heavy Fudgment upon the other : and 
all this on 906m to perſwade men to holineſs of lite, 
_ is the man that hath not walked in the Counſel,&c, 
without which holixeſs (as 'tis there deſcribed in the 
two firſt Verſes) none ſhall ſee the Lord, 

But we ſhall not need to fetch in any Forrein help 
from other parts of this Pſalme , the Text it ſelf, 1 
ſuppoſe, affording marter enough for this your preſent 
task, and mine, | 

The Prophet ſang unto his beloved a Song of bs 16. 5. r. 
Fineyard; we, changing the note a little, muſt now 
deliver you a diſcourſe of his Nurſery, and Orchard ; 
and why may not the Root and the Trunk, the ſap 
and the leaf, the Bark and the Branch, be as Rrviceable =” 
in the Chriſtiaa Church, as Ramm-skins, Badgty- Exod. 35.4 


[> 


Verſe FT, 


s&kms , and Goat's Hayr, in the Jewiſh Tabernacle ? HS 
Thus the Lamps of the Temple were ted by that zce5,.98 


oyle which iffued trom the Olive-trees, and empried 
it ſelf through Goldez Pipes for that purpoſe, 

And had we but thoſe Golden Pipes, and conveyan- 
ces, no doubt, the Tree here in the Text would afford 
Spiritual Juyce in abundance, that might help to Main- 
rain, and keep alive,' the Lamps of God's Sat Fuary, 
ſo as their ſhinings might ſerve in ſome meaſure to 
F Liohten themſelves and others, 

For , as David proteſſerh of himſelf, I am like 7 Wt 
Green- Olive tree in the houſe of God, the Camewe may 
ſay of the Pſalms of David, They are like unto 
Green-Olive trees in Gods houſe, and have Heavenly + 
1 Oyle enough inthem, for Light, Comfort ; and Non- 
& - B 2 riſhmenr, 
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riſhment, to the Humble, Conſtant, and growing 
Soul ; provided, as it comes within, ſo it Keepes wirh- 


- #u that Houſe of God, where this Green Olive grows, 


and does not wickedly depart trom it, 

And ſhould we give further ſufferance for this. diſ- 
courſe, freely to run after the reſemblance here be- 
fore us, and purſuing the {everall properties of trees, 
ſhew their ſerviceableneſs, and correſpondency to 
Chriſtians, in the Application , I doe not doubt, bur 
this Tree of ours, like that which Nebuchadnezzar 
dream *d of, would yield very much Fruit , and init 


might be Meat {or all, Dan, 4, 12, 


But our buſineſs is not the Planting of Groves, or 
Setting of Orchards ; but the Confirming of Chriſtians. 
And indeed ( as ſome obſerve) a Grove, or the like, 
ſhould not be planted too neer.a Temple, for fear of 
too much Umbrage , and Darkiſhneſs : and ſhould we 
reſolve ſtill to follow, and make atrer this Metaphor, 
the diſcourſe, I am afraid , would be too chill and 
ſhadowy, 

- Our employment here at this time is.a Preaching, 
not-a Planting Employment , unleſs ſo as S, Paul 
planted, and fo as Apollos watered , and albeit our Sa- 
viour Chriſt was once content to be Miſtaken for a 
Gardiner, \ ſhe [*y oſing him to be the Gardiner , ] Fohs 
20,15, Yet who had not. rather be counted an In- 
different Divine,.than a very good Engraffer ? 

Therefore by a too minute purſuance - of eyery par- 
ticular in this ſacred fimilitude betwixt this Tree and 
Davids ___ man , that Divine Plant-animal , leſt 
our diſcourſe of this Tree (ſhould bloſſom it (elf to 


death, or run out too much into Leaves, and ſo 


quite torſake the Text, which tells us; that the Tree 
bay 
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muſt, not only bring forth leaves, but Fruit is his 
Seaſon, therefore I ay , leſt it ſhould beſo, we'l give 
over talking of Trees, and betake our ſelyes to diſcourſe 
of men, ſoleading you forth trom a filent Grove, into 
a Vocall Foreſt, and that with ſome particular 
regard to the ſacred buſineſs of this dayes Solemnity , 
and only as we goe , give obſeryance to the ſimile, fo 
far as may be applicable thereunto, 

And how far that is, wilt ſoon appear in theſe 
tollowing Propo fitions, which doe naturally grow 
here upon David's Plantation: In ſpeaking whereof, 
we'll omit the Bark and Bulk of the Letter, and 
move after the Sap and Juyce of the $pirir, accor- 
ding as we ſhall hear ( as David did ) any ſound of Gods 
going in the Tops of the Trees, 2 Sam. 5, 24, 

Firſt, the Propoſition is, That a Right Plantation is a 
oo00d Preparative for a fixt and ſtedtaſt Confirmation, 
in Spirituall matters, As here this Tree of ours was not 
at firſt planted a Tree; but a young lip, ora little Graff: 
yet ita Graff be well fet , by Rivers of Waters, it may 
in time grow up to bea Tree, arrive toa well-rooted 
and Confirm'd fteadineſs in God's Paradiſe , theretore, 
if we obſerve, it isnot, Heis like a tree; but, being once 


well planted, He ſhall be like a tree, &&c, that's the* 


firſt, 


Secondly, As aright Planting is a good Preparative Prop, 2, 


toa Confirw'd Standing ; ſo this Confirmed ſtanding 
is pre-requir'd unto, and muſt needs be attended with a 
Spiritual Fruit-bearing, A good Graff is like to make 
a good Tree, and agood Tree muſt bring forth good 
Fruit : It a Tree be plamed by Rivers of Waters, *tis. 


got enough, that the Root ſtill lyes ſucking and Bibbing 


below , while the Lazy Bulk ſtands Idle above, and 
B3.. yields 


*i- 


2 Sam. Fo. * 


Prop, 1, 
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yields nothing, but becomes a meer Burthen to rhe 


Earth that bearsit, No, a Tree ſet to ſuch advan- 
tage, plarted by the Rivers, *tis expected it ſhould be a 
Fruit-bearing tree, He ſhall be like a tree that brings 


forth his fruit, '\ hat's the ſecond, 


T hirdly, Chriſtian Fraizfulneſs ſhould alwaies be 
duely maniteſted in it's proper Seaſonableneſs, Every 
tree, for the putting forth the fruit thereof, bas it's pe- 
culiar. Seaſon, T he Graff indeed muſt grow, but tis 
the Tree that muſt yield fruit ; and thac, not before, but 
Init s own Seaſon, He ſhall be like a treethat brings forrh 
has fruit in his Seaſon, That's the third, 

Fourthly, Spiritual Firmmeſs, Frutfulneſs, Seaſo- 
zableneſs , allſhould be attended with an Undecaying . 
Comelineſs. T his Tree ſhould as well be beautifi'd with 
Leaves , a$ Burthened with fruit ; as it is his own 
Fruit, fo al{ois it, His}own Leaf, and that a nevyer- 
withering one, Hrs leaf alſo ſhall not Wither Thar's 
the fourth, 

Or elſe thus ; we may take the words as they tye 
before us in the Text , where Firſt, we have a Right 7:- 
planting ; and, ſure, moſt of us have had That, He ſhall 
be planted, &c, Secondly, A welleſtabliſh'd Confirm- 
ing and many , I ſuppoſe, come now to receiye 
that, He ſhall belike a tree planted, Thirdly, A ſea- 
ſonable Fructitying ; and of Tome it's high time 
now we ſhould Expe& it, That brings forth his fricit 
in his Seaſon, Laſtly, here are the Perſevering Beau- 

ties, and ornaments of Holy living, fhaded over with 
the leaves of this Tree, For as all things muſt be 
Fruittulz ſoevery thing is, or ſhould be, Beautifull in 
it's Seaſon, - Inward holineſs muſt be attended with 
outward Comelinels : His leaf alſo ſhall not wither 


From 
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| From the fiſt General, our 1mplanting, we ſhall 
[ conſider : Firſt, the Supernaturalne(ſs of the thing, 
F Secondly, the Earlineſs of the time, T hirdly, the Ad- 
vantage of the place z Planted by Rivers of Waters, 

From the ſecond General, our Confirming, we ſhall 
refle& upon, firſt, the Antiquity; ſecondly, the Solem- 
nity ; thirdly, the great uſefulneſs, and expediency 
thereof , Bowing the Tree, here, ſtill ro the buſineſs in 
hand, and that, I hope, without much violence ; He 
ſball be like a tree planted, 8c, 

From the third General, our Spiritual FrudFifying, 
we ſhall cake notice, firſt, of the Proportion, ſecondly, 
'of the Propriety ; thirdly,of the Tempeſtivity thereof, 
After all theſe plantings, and waterings, ſomewhat it 
muſt yield, worthy the name of Fruit, and this his own 
| fruit, and that iz his own av wh 
| Laſtly, we ſhould exhorr all to thoſe never-withering 
. ornaments, and unfading Flouriſhings, of a holy Chri- 
« & ſtian Converſation, and ſo conclude. 

We begin with che Firſt, our 7»»planting; and there 
firſt, conſider the Supernaturalneſs of the thing, 


waies to begin with ſome Apotrepticall diſcourſes to 
his Scholars, ſtill diſſwading them from Philoſophy, 
uſing that as a amuwacieror of the ivevir and the apvir, the 
Ingenuous, and dit-ingeniovs, amongſt them : T he ſame 
method muſt we uſe, even with our beſt-natur'd Diſ- 
ciples, though weneed not much Dehort them from 
Philoſophy , yet trom vanity , and folly, anger and 
pride, = from all thoſe fins, which have gotten the 
early pofſeſsion of their Souls, we muſt dehort them, 
For, as it was with Chriſt, at his coming in the 
Fleſh ; The Inne was full ef other Company : ſdisit = 
Wit 


'T was the practice of-Ryf x2, att old Philoſopher, al- 4,;ae xi. 
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Pſal. $0. 15- 


with his coming in the $pzrit ; he finds the Soul full 
of Ignorance, tull of averſeneſs and perverſneſs ; yea 
ſo tull of all manner of wickedneſs, that untill he makes 
it himſelf, There is no Room for him in the [nne, 


And this has ſo univerſall a vote in Antiquity, that 


concerning the Preparatives for the firſt Reception of 
grace, Aquinas himſelf reſolves it; Nemo poteſt per 
Seipſum preparari, &c, No one, without the help of 
Srace, can of himſelf prepare himſelf to receive grace, 
Grace isa plant , that grows not on every ground , 
and where it does grow, it grows not of it ſelf, bur 
muſt be Engrafted, and that by the Hand, the Right 
Hand, of God Almighty. The Yineyard, which thy own 
Right hand hath planted, Pſal. 80. 15, Sothat, planted 
it muſt be, and this alſo, by the High hand of Heaven , 
elſe the Richeſt Soyl in nature will never yield it, Na- 
ture is productive of the man; but ſomewhat elſe 
above nature muſt give the Fat to the Chriſtian, 
T heretore, in the office of Baptiſm, our Church ex- 
horts us to pray, that God would grant ts theſe Children 


. that thing which by nature they cannot have. For, after 


nature's planting, we mult be transplanted into ſome 
Freſh Mould ot Grace; elſe we can never proſper to 
any perfection, 

And ſo we have it, in 7/a. 5. 1,2, Though it bea 
choice vine, and a choice plot of ground, A vineyard in 4 
very fruitfull hill ; yet the vine grows not of it ſelf 


upon it, No, but firſt God muſt Fexce it, and pick 


it, and plaxt it too; then (and not till then) he expects 
to receive ſome good Grapes from it, Verſe 2, 

Grace, indeed,may be engraffed upon _—_— of Pa- 
rentage, Adyanc'd by Education, and good examples , 
but it grows not naturally upon any the Beſt ſtumps 
in nature, For 


far more pleaſant than that which comes of a Kernel] 


for all natures carein Nurſing it herſelf, becauſe, a 


Confirmation Revivd. 


For the Kernel of the beſt fruit, if from a Crab-ſftock, 
ſome ſay, brings forth nothing but a Cyab-rree, becauſe 
the beſt ſtcks have ſtill ſomewhat of a Natural Crab- 
biſhneſs within them 4 and ſo it is with che beſt of men, 
"Lis true, we read (in the worlds beginning) of the 
Earth bringing forth Trees, and Trees bringing forth 
fruit after their kind, before the Sun and Moon were 
in Being, and ſo, without the Ayd of any of thofe Pro- 
lifick Influences of Heaven : Bur yet, we find an Al- 
mighty Dixit went before that frudifying, even that 
Word of God, which was tar more warming, and more 
working, than ten thouſand Suns, or Moons, And God 


ſaid, Let the earth bring forth Gra {s,and fruit Trees, &C, Gea.1,1s, 


To this purpoſe it 1s, that the Church (2z, e, every 
Gracious Soul) is reſembled to an Orchard, a Garden, 


an encloſed. Garden: *tis not the Lord's waſt-ground, can. 4, 12,13; 


or a large Common, where Nature wildly ſprouts 
up at her own pleaſure, No ; though the Graſs, 
Herbs and Trees of themſelves grow out of the 
cround ; yet when Moſes ſpeaks of Paradiſe, a Type 
of the Church, he comes with another diſtin expreſ- 


lion, and ſayes, The Lord God Planted a Garden Eaft- ,,  , 


ward, &c, which Garden, as beforeſaid, was a peculiar 
Figure of the Church of Chriſt, 

And as it is with the fruits ot the Earth, ſome ſhe 
Nurſes her ſelt at home, as thoſe which come of Ker- 
nells, and ſuch are good for nothing but ſtocks : and 
ſtocks, it not Engratfed , are fit for little elſe , but the 
Flames. Others again ſhe Nurſes not her ſelf Imme- 


diately, but puts them forth to Nurſe, as Graffs, and 


the like, and yet the fruir, that comes of a Graft, is 


that 


—— GC — 


2 Sir Fy, Bacon's 
S Nat, Hiſt, 
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that Learned man obſeryes, the nouriſhment , which 
teeds the Graff, receives ſome little chewing , and pre- 
paring from the ſtock ; whereas the other comes al- 
rogether Crudely from the cold Earth, and fo muſt 
needs render the fruit more Kaw, harſh, and unkind, 
than the former, 

So is it with all mankind, thoſe Aye Sirdes* ſome 
Nature undertakes to Nurſe her felt, as Heathens, gc. 
who know no other nourithment, but what flowes im- 
mediately from thoſe Fortinels of Nature : Others 
againare ſer forth and ſext abroad to Nurſe ; ſuch as 
are Engrafed into other ſtocks, and live at ſome 4+- 
ſtance trom the Boſom of their own Mother, 

Such are all true Chriſtians , whofe Souls are as 
weaned Children, whoſe nourithment comes not from 
Raw Earth , but from the Srock of the Croſs, from 
Scriptures, Sacraments, Faith in Chriſts blood , and 
ſuch other heavenly conveyances, which God has ap- 
pointed to purify, and prepare our feeding for us, 

And therefore , whereas the Former are like the 
Prophets Naughty figs , ſo bad, they cannot be Eaten - 
theſe Later are like the truitot the Vine, which Glads 
the heart of God and man , and has this one diſtin pro- 
perty, the Earlier it is taken, the more Taſttull, and 
Pleaſant it is, Which brings us to the ſecond thing 
propoſed (z, e, ) the earlizeſs of the Time , which now 
comes to be ſpoken of, | 

Secondly; He ſhall be planted (1,e.) tender and 
young, before it be roo deeply Rooted in that other 
Soile, wherein it grows by nature, For Chriſtianity 
i15nota mere implanting z but a kind of Tranſplanting, 
whereby: the Soul is taken out of Natures Nurſery, 
and Remoyed into the Orchard, and Paradiſe of Grace. 


Now 


mr 
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Now we know y+egrfever uelaguleverr, is paſt into a Pro- 
verb for its perilouſneſs, There's no ſtirring of an 01d 
Tree, if you do ( as you ſhall have much adoe) after all, 
the ſtubborn ſullen old Trunk dyes in the removal, Iſa. 60s 21, 

Thus we find the Church is ſtyled of God, not the 
full grown Tree, but the Branch of my Planting , and 
to let us know, what kind of Brarchitis, and how it 
comes to Thrive ſo well, there he tells us in the 22 v, 

A little one ſhall become a thouſand, and 1 ſmall one a 
firong nation, &c, 

T heſe thouſands, and Ten thouſands, this ſtrong and 
mighty Nation of Chriſtians, all ( ſure we are moſt of 
all } aroſe from theſe ſmall ones, theſe little ones, theſe 
little little ones, or the leaſt of (mall ones, as the doub- 
ling of the words may, & their force in Hebr,do's imply. 

Theſe are they, who in great multitudes, Follow rhe rey, 1.4: 
Lamb, wherever he goes, Theſe have Fill'd up the Com- 

anies of Saints; Theſe have Recruited, and Com- 
pleated the Armies of Martyrs; ever fince the firſt 
footing of Chriſtianity, moſt of the Churches Addi- 
tions have been made up of Theſe Little ones, whereas 
your Great ones, thoſe that chooſe the time of full- 
grown Chriſtians for their implanting have never ſince 
the time aforeſaid, come in any ſuch conſiderable 
numbers : nor are they ever likely todoe ſo, 

For, it we look upon the preſent Face of that way, 
(though, 'tis confeſs'd, much waſh'd of late, ſmooth'd 
over, and made Fineiſh, in compariſon of thoſe xgly 
outlandiſh looks, which at firſt it began withall :) how- 
eyer they may feen1 to have got the ſtart of others, in 
ſome flaſhes of Zeal and Knowledge, with ſome little 
ſhewes of Offttward Holineſs , yet it may be feared, that 
Ambition and ay ain, "ror ray: and Diſobedi- 
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- ence, Fierceneſs and Scornfulneſs, Implacableneſs and 
Unpeaceablene(s, yea Robbing and Murdering of wen, 
( rather than fail) ro make Sacrifice and Burnt-0ffe- 
rings for God, 1 ſay all theſe, and more ſuch as theſe, 
it lay'd in the other Ballance, I doubt, will weigh down 
all thoſe Light flaſhes and 1nſubſtantial ſhewes of a wel- 
perſonated Piety, which ſeem to Stuffe and Fill up the 
other Scale, Burt, if any {till be otherwiſe minded, God, 
I hope, will in his time, reveal this unto them, 

To our buſineſs, a'buſineſs of Religion, though 
ſometimes neceſſarily folded. up in theſe Garden-fi- 
cures, wherein whatever Improprieties have been, or 
may be met withall, I beg your pardon, as being a pro- 
feſs'd ſtranger to thoſe kind of ſtudies, 

For the Zarlineſs of our Admiſsion, ( the ſubjet 
now in hand) let us conſider, our being Chriſtians, is 
not only a Planting or T. ny; both which be- 
ſpeak the young, and yielding Tenderneſs of the thing 
ſo planted, or tranſplanted, but it alſo ſuppoſes a ſa- 
cred kind of Engraf fing : as our Church teaches us to 
ſay of Baptized Children, They are Graffed into the 
body of _— Congregation, Which Engraffing 
may be ſignified by the Hebr, 5wnv here in the Texc, 
as well as Tmplanting : yea, if that Rule be true, that 
your choiceſt Fruit-trees are ſtill Engraffed, the Pſal- 
miſt here ſpeaking of a Fruit-bearing tree, and that of 
che beſt ſort, it muſt needs preſuppole this Engraffine, 
and be thus reſolved, viz, Thar this bleſſed big-grown 
Tree, in the Text here before us, was at firſt bur a little 
tender 7Twig, graffed into ſuch a Stock as was Planted 
by the Rivers of Waters, &c, And if ſo, then it muſt 
be a /:ttle one indeed , for, I think, men don't uſually 
Engraffe. your T hick iruncheon-Trees, or your © -g 

ull- 


Confirmation Reviy'd. .* rx." 
full-grown Branches, but your leſſer younger Sprigs A 
of a ſþan-long , according to that other Rule, which 
I am told of, that the leaſt Twig that grow's on the 
Trees top, and looks Eafterly, and firſt ſees the Mor- 
nin&$un ; {uch a one, qualified with all cheſe com- 
binations of Early circumſtances , is abſolutely the 
beſt tor that purpoſe : all which does ſecretly infinuate 
the Earlineſs of our Spiritual Engratfing, 
And as this Early- Engraffing was here thus'pre- 
6gurd by our Prophet : ſo was it uninterruptedly 
practiſed down along all che Primitive times, For this, 
even that of Tertull;an, Quid feſtinat innocens 4tas, &Cc, 
His nice queſtioning, why zt ſhould be ſo, contains a ſo- 
lid Proof, that indeed it was ſo. 
I will ſay no more of the Earlineſs of the time : bur, 
whereas the Lord hath ſpoken by the mouth of his ſer- 
vant David, —— Thoſe that bz planted in the houſe of eſal.g1.13- 
the Lord ſhall flouriſh in &c, Let us only turn that Prc- 
miſe into a Prayer, and beg of God that thoſe who 
have been thus planted in Gocs Houſe, may not here- 
after unroot , and dance after the Pipe of any Orphems 
whatever, but ſtill foxriſh in the Courrs of that ſame 
Houſe where at firſt they were planted : Which brings 
me to the third thing propoſed, The Advantage of the 
place, in- theſe words, — By the Rivers of Waters, — He 
ſhall be like aTree &C, 
3. As for the Hebrew here £2 252 whether it be F 
beſt rendred by Diwviſcones, as ſome : Decur ſis, as 0- 
thers.: or Rives Aquarum, Rivers of Waters, &@s Ours 
tranſlate it, we (hall not Dive too Daringly, nor be 
Curious in the Enquiry, but content our {<lves to be 
like the T ree we ſpeak of , Secwus non Intus, ſtand by 
the Barks, not Plunge into the Botrome of theſe Wa- 
C 3 ters, 
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ters. If Scriptures and Sacraments, with the unwea- 


ried workings and ſtrivings of Gods bleſſed Spirit, if 
former and LtrAgin oli preventing and aſsiſting 

Faces, together with" the continual droppings of all 
his Ordinances : Iſayyif all theſe may pals for Rivers 
of Waters, (as the Word of God does trequently ſo call 
them) ſurely then our ſtanding is ſo advantageous, and 
com{o:table, that bleſſed be God, we have not wanted 
any of thoſe Waters, However we have been to God, 
he has not been a Wilderneſs to us, Rivers of ſuch wa- 
ters Running through every ſtreer, 

Theophraſtus cites it for an old ſaying, *ErG giger, 5x 
Zexes, "US the Seaſon, not the Soyle ; the Heavens, not 
the Earth that produces plenty , and abundance : as 
itis inthe 65 Pſal,v.9,10,Thou enrtcheſt the earth, Thou 
provideſt for it , Thou watereſt the Rigdes, Thou ſofteneſt 
and ſettleſtthe Furrows ; yet tor all that, it the heavens 
Plow and do all forus, 'tis not without the Earth's 
Heifer ; uſing , and bleſsing the means, and a great 
matter it is, when that Heifer is TraQtable, and 
Towardly , I mean, when the Earthis kind, and good- 
natured, 

1 will hear the Heaven, the Heaven ſhall hear the Earth, 
&c, but then as the Heavers have an Fare to hear, ſo 
the Earth muſt have a Tongue to ſpeak; which if like 
Davids, It cleaves tothe Roof of the mouth and be 
Parch*d and Dry'd up for want of Moiſture, ſo that the 
I.ord doe's not Water it from his Chambers above , nor 
yet from his Cellars below ;,, ſure the Mower will nere 
fill his hand with That Harveſt , nor he that bindes up 
the ſheaves his boſome. 

1 o prevent which droughts and Barrenneſſes in ſpi- 
ritual concerns, the God of heaven is never wanting, the 
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Bottles of Heaven are never Empty, Scriptures and 
Prayers, Sermons and Sacraments, an holy Diſcipline 
and decent Ceremonies, Every lock of Chriſt i full of Can. 5. 1, 
dew-drops, had we but the Hand of Faith, and due de- 

votion, to Squeez and wring them, 

W hen Solomon had xber him Gardens and Orchards, EechCal 
at the very next Perſe, faith he, 7 made me Pools of A 
Water, 8c, In like manner our Saviour Chriſt, in the 
5tn of: Camticles, when he had ſtyl'd the Church, A 
incloſed Garden , and an Orchard of Pumegranats, at the 
12and 13 Verſes : preſently at the 15 Yerſe, Hecalls 
himſelt, 4 Fountain of Gardens, A well of Living Wa- 
zers; tointimate unto us, how that the One cannot 
be without the Other ; and that his 

*Aeuror thy vIwg. 
the Excellency and abfolnte neceſsiry of V Vater 
holds good, not only in Earthly but Heavenly plan- 
tations, 

But ſome kind of Biting there is by a Mad beaſt, *Y Seypolunt 
that preſently cauſes the Bztey party to bea provyuly ©, mild. 
he dares not come nigh any water - And if any amongſt 
us are yet affraid to come near the Publick Ordinan- 
ces, our Sermons and Prayers, thoſe wholſome ftre-ms 
of Gods Church —Alas poor fouls ! they have been 
Bitten and Breathed upon (it's doubt) by ſome re- 
»o0m-month'd creature, or other : hence it is, they are 
”— where no fear 1s, but where the only tear is, 
there alone they are confident, 

What faith the Prophet ? — Ho, every one that 17, 5; 1, 
thirſts, Come ye to the waters — Bleſled be God, that 
we may come, and having hitherto Eſcaped thoſe Z;- 
tings, —Blefled be God, that we dare come, What 
with a wholſom Carechiſm, ro Water the Roots be- 


neath, 
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neath, ( and cheriſh the Foundations) what with whole 


ſhowres of Sermons, ſtill dropping upon the Branches 
above, we have had our ſhare in theſe waters, and been 
like that Vineyard, of which God ſayes, 7 will water it 
every moment, For, inthe 68 Pſal, v, 9. what is there 
ſpoken of the Lords own Inheritance , may be aid of 
us, — Thou, O God, didſt ſend a plentifull Rain — Thou 
didſt confirm thine Inheritance when it was weary : (0 
that beſides this Plentiful Rain, there muſt tollow a 
Confirming, which brings us to the ſecond General, 
— He ſhall be like a tree, 

*Tis (aid of that ay ry and half-dark man in the 
Goſpel, that in the firſt Peep-a-day, and dawning of 
his Eye-fight, he looke up, and beheld men as Trees. 
And bleſſed were the Eyes of a Bl:ydjſh generation, 
whoſe eyes are yet but halt-ſhur, and halt-way open, it 
our beginnings to ſee might be hanſel'd with ſuch fteady 
Objects, that with him we could behold men as Trees 
( not for their Stiffeneſs and unyeilding ſturdineſs ( to0 
much of that, but) perte&ly F:xedas tothe Concerns 
ot Publique peace, firmly ſettled in the ſenſe of duty, 
and obedience to Superiours, Rooted, and Grounded 
in all charity, and love unteigned, one towards another, 
This were a Good Tree indeed; but though every 
Reverſt tree is like a man z yet every Perverſe man is 
not like this Tree ; for (the more's the pity) ſuch Trees 
as this have not of late grown ſo kindly upon our En- 
gliſh ground , in which whole Foreſts of Natives, have 
only had this ſad reſemblance of a Tree, that the Heels 
and Arms have Triumph'd above, while the poor Head 
lay grovelling below, 

T he buſineſs whereupon we now are is , that after 
all theſe Movings , and Removings, we may at laſt 
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becomewell-grounded, and Confirmed Chriſtians, For® 
our furtherance wherein, that the Good Lord mighr 
not be wanting by any means to Per fel? that which con- 
cerns us , and our Salvation, and as (we hope) he has 
begun a good work in us, ſo to Eſtabliſh the ſame untothe, 
Comming of the Lord Feſus, Behold here this holy 
Apoſtolical Rite of Confirmation , (atter#long and ſad 
Interruption { moſt juſtly due to our fins) now at laſt. 
Reſtor'd into its Ancient Channel , chrongh whichit « 
had run down from the firſt and beſt times (riltof late} © 
by an unbroken ſucceſsion tor many generations, For | 
as Aquinas ſayes, Epiſtola que a Notario ſcribitur, a Do- 
mino Signatur, A Clerk may Write ; but the Miſter 
himſelt muſt Seal the Letter, V Ve are theikord”s Epi- 
ftle, however at firſt Written by the office of Presby- . 
tery , yet 'tis the Biſhops own hand, that rendets us 
Complete and Authentick Chriſtians, whickvis no other- 
wiſe then what S, Cyprian long betore had ſaid, ſpeak- 
ing of being confenncd --- A prepoſitis #y Eccleſie $. typim 
Dom, ſignacula conſummantur, lo © Ep.73. 
It is one of the admired Excellencies of ChriſtsGo-. 
vernment, that ---Thoſe that dwell in the Wilderneſs pgal.n1. g, 
ſhall bow before him, 1hough the Wilderneſs to ſome 
may ſeem a Paradiſe; yet the moſt , I ſuppoſe, will 
ſay, that for this 20 Years long we have dwelt in a 
Wilderneſs, where we have not lived as Mey, by, but as 
Wild-beaſts upon one another, For ſuch to come and 
bow betore him, and be obedient to that Government, 
he has ſet over us, ----- This would be the Lords doing, 
and Marvailows in our Eyes, 
And however, when Gods Eye # good, the Eyes of 
ſome will be Evill : Yet Itell you ota truth, Many 


g00d Souls (and O that my Soul were where they are !} 
D many 
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many good Souls, I ſay, bave defired to ſee one of theſe 
Go and have not os them ; ict 1 nel de 

rather, that none ſhould deſpiſe the day of ſmall things, 
For the Solemnity whereof, (though I have nor 
met with any , that write exa&ly of it) yet you may 
take a guels of it, by this ceſcription, v4z, T hat it is an 
Ancient rite of the Church, whereby Baptized Perſons 
of good Lite, ſound Faith, and competent Knowledge, 
when come to Years of diſcretion , are brought unto 
the Biſhop, before whom or others. deputed by him, 
after ſome ſatisfactory Diſcoveries of their knowledge , 
life, and belief, they make a Solemn and credible pro- 
teſsion of their Fazth ; acknowledge. and renew their 
Baptiſmal Vow ; take upon themſelves (through Gods 
help ) the performance of the ſame; and ſo, by prayer 
and 1mpoſition of hands, Spiritual ſtrength is implored, 
and the ſaid perſons ſo admitted unto a Fuller Capa- 
city of the Lords Supper, and whatever priviledges be. 
long to tull-grown Chriſtians : For as * that Learned 
. Mommend 10a affirms — Sub his tantum auſpicits, ad menſam Do- 
mini aſpiramus— This alone gives us a right Condu(?, 

and the moſt ſafe admiſsion, to the Lord's Table, 

\ In ſpeaking whereof, 1 promiſed to ſay ſomewhat 
of theſe three things : 1ts Antiquity, its Sacred Solem- 
nity, and its great Hſefulneſs and E xpediency : which 
muſt be done very briefly, 

_ Fuſt its Ant:quity , tor that, we may ſay of it, as 
Saint Paul of Timothy, — Let none deſpiſe thy youth— 
we meet with it often in the As of the Apoſtles 

&.14.12.07; ; x 9 

— Confirming the Souls of the Diſciples, &c, Phi- . 

2. 8.15, 17+ 1;p Baptizes, and the Apoſtles came after and Con- 

| frm'd, And in that 6ti Chap. to the Heby, ver. 1, 2, 
there treating of the principles of Chriſt's doctrine, a- 

mongſt 
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mongſt the reſt, preſently after Baptiſm, we find men- 
tion of the laying on of hands : whereby it is not robe 
doubted but this Solemnity was ſignified , as Anſelme 
upon this place ----- Laying on of hands , that is, ſaith 
he ----- E ay ras in Confirmatione Neophytorum, Anſel. in Ep. 

S. Cyprian his teſtimony you have heard already ; abr, © 
hear him alſo who was before him, and whom he calls 
his Maſter, Tertul{jan, as he is worthily ſtyl'd ---That 
great Depoſitary of Church-Antiquities, Caro mans a 
1mpoſitione adumbratar , ut anima Spirttu 1[uminetur : ro or 
Impoſition of hands, ſaith he, ſhades the Body, that the 
Deſcent of the Spirit may Enlighten the Soul. 

W hich Solemnity ( as is judged ) was alſo received 
by our Saviour himſelf , che Divine feet of the holy 
Dove deſcending , and ſtanding on his head , being in 
Lieu of the Laying on of Fohn Baptiſts hands, or what 
other Creature he might have advanc'd to that 
honour, 

Secondly, It's Sacredneſs, and Solemnity, Confir- 
ation, in the Primitive ſtyle is known by the name of 
X&ris THAewTIEA and Triiors, the complete C onſ! UWBMma- 
tion of a Chriſtian, Indeed for the eſſe ofa Chriſtian 
(as Schoolmen ſpeak ) we were Compleat by Baptiſm ; 
but for the Bene eſſe, the Bettering of that being, it was 
ever thought that Confirmation was very requiſite, In 
reference whereunto it had the name of 754476, 747d, 
that which made, and Perfe&ed other Chriſtian my- 
ſeries, | 

In ſhort, ſo Sacred, and Solemna Rite, this was ever 
held, thar, ſo far as I can find, the Chriſtian was not ac- 
counted perfectly Conſummated without it, if he 
might have it ---But moſt deſperate was the condition 


of all deſpiſers, 
'D 9 T hirdly 
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Thirdly, for the great E xpediency hereof, Firſt if any 
Chriſtian ſhould have received a vain , or improper 
name, at the Font, I think the Biſhop has powey to take 
Cognizance thereof, and, as he ſees good to change it 
into one that is fitter, and of a more Chriſtian f1gni- 
ficancy, 

Beſides this, hereby triall is made, how Children, 
and the younger {ort, have improv*d their time, and 
what progreſs they have made in knowledge and pra- 
Riſe of that doFFrine, which is according to godlineſs, 
And therein alſo we take a view of the Care of the Na- 
tural, and the Conſcience of the Spiritual Parents, in 
the diſcharge of their duties : And in many other re- 
ſpecs, ( it duly pertorm'd and receiv'd) it cannot ſud- 
dainly be ſaid, of what advantage it would be to the 
truth and power of Religion, 

In particular, how would ir ſtop the mouths of Ana- 
baptiſts, that fatal affliction of theſe Weſtern Chur- 
ches ? Inſomuch as that Great Ornament of the En- 
eliſh Church affirms, -- Ad perenne Chrifti obſequium, 
8c, Nothing in the world , it well pertorm'd , does 
more ſtrily, and ſtrongly Oblige a Soul to the perpe- 
tual Service of Chriſt Jeſus; but if miſerably negle- 
cted,or ſlightingly receiv'd, — Hinc magna, & perni- 
tioſa pietats diſpendia,&c, Hence, faith He, ariſe thoſe 

reat, and nndoing Decayes in Chriſtian Religion; which 
| tra: ſo tar provoked Gods judgments upon us, that 
no wonder 1t is to have ſuch t#rnings, and Over-tuy- 
nings, amongſt us, when Confirmation it felt could not ' 
Hard, 
I ſhould now in method proceed to the third gene- 
rall Branch of this Tree, 7, e, the Fruitfulneſs thereof, 
and therein conſider it's Proportion , Propriety , and 
Tempeltivity, Bur 
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But what might grow upon this Branch, the ſmall 
allowance of time remaining, has made it a kind of a 
Forbidden Fruit ,, yet ſo, that whereas Adam and Eve 
Taſted, and the Eyes of them both were opened, Gen, 3, 7, 
It you that have Freely Eaten of the Former, ſhould bur 
Taſt what grow's upon. this Branch, your Eyes might 
be ſhut and your Eares cloſed, For as through an un- 
avoidable longſomnels ( in reterence to my felt ) — The 
Daughters of muſique would be brought low, ſo] doubt, 
T hoſe that /ook out at your windows would be darkned, 
and the Doors ſhut in the ſtreets, 

T herefore our Subject being a Fruit-bearing Tree, 
leſt the Immoderare Droppings thereof (by a too 
tedious diſcourſe) thould of Fruitfulneſs cauſe Barren- 
neſs ( as they fay it will) Ifhall here take leave of my 
tormer Road, and make athort Turn toward you in a 
few words of Application ; wherein, amonglt other 
things, I may ſpeak ſomewhat of Fruittulneſs in.gene- 
rall, and ſo conclude, 

Some we read have been-perſwaded to become 
Beaſts: that's nothing ; any Circean Senſuality can 
do thatz yea many Souls can with too much ni 
perſwade themſelves into ſuch a Brut!ſh Transfor- 
mation, God torbid, I ſhould attempt any ſuch Me- 
tamorphoſis, as to Sollicite men to turn Bruts , yer 
pray pardon me, it I perſwade men to turn Trees, ſuch. 
Bleſſed ones, as this Text yeilds, Trees of Gods own 
planting, 

In particular, T beſeech you all, emulate Trees in 
theſe four properties — their Straightneſs., Firmneſs,, 
Unitedneſs, and Fruitfulneſs, 

Firſt Straightneſs, God never Plants but he Guards 


and Fences his young Plant trom forein violence,, For 
D 3 that, 
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that, we may obſerve here our Tree is planted by the 
Water-fide ; not by the tor: -fode , for then it would be 
apt to be wrencht and writhed by every Paſſenger ;, And 
ſuch is the Condition of our ordinary Hedge , and 
High-way Chriſtians, that cannot endure any Retire- 
ment to the Rivers , to — Sit down and weep there ( as 
they did) but preſently caſt themſelves into any Com- 
pany, mixt with any multitude, and fo careleſly expoſe 
themſelves to the violeat wreſtings, and 4iſtortings of 
every temptation , whereby they loſe their 7 array 
and come for eyer to be Crooked youls. 

The which quality, as ic has a natural, but much 
more a $firitual detormity : ſo on the contrary, che 
Straightneſs we now _ of, is ſo Graceful and Beco- 
ming to a Chriſtian, that Chriſt himſelt is willing to be 
compared to an Arrow — He hath made me a poliſhed 


ſhaft— A ſhaft, for his Smoothneſs, as well as Swiftneſs, 


and (as there it is) for his Politeneſs, no leſs than his 
Piercingneſs ; Not only as ſwift , but as ſtraight as an 
Arrow, 

And as was the ſecond, ſowas alſo the firft Adam, 
at his firſt making, Though the Rows of Eder, ſtood 
all upright, and even, Not one Bow-backt plant in 
all Gods Orchard : yet at firſt, 4dam himſelf was the 
Straighteſt Tree inall Paradiſe, His Soul, and body 
both pointed direfly toward heaven, according to that 
of Solomon, — God made man upright, but they have 
/ ought out 14NJ Inventions, 

Him that Overcomes, will 1 make a Pillar in the 
Temple of my God, We know Pillars are upright and 
proper tor Houſes, as. there the Temple is God's 
houſe , though any Bowed, or Crooked '\ imber may 
happily ſerve ina Ship or Sea-veſſel, which __ not 

erve 
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ſerve at all in the Supporting of a howſe , and thoſe 
Rumpled pieces , which will not be uſefull for P;1- 
lars ( for thoſe muſt be firazght) may yet be put into 
Plow-timber , and ſuch low kind of Implements : In 
like manner, we doubt not, but God knows how to 
make uſe of the Warping Infirmities of his Saints, and 
the Down-right Deformities of Sinners , Thoſe Crooked 
pieces may ſerve in an Arch, or Yault, which will not 
doe well in an Upright bmlding , yea the moſt Crooked 
Logs that are, will be uſeful to Burn, and bad Timber 
(they ſay) may yet make good Fewell, 

Though ſome have wiſh'd to be no higher than 
Door-keepers, and well it ſome others were ſo high as 
Door-ſills, in God's Houſe : yet for all that, every 
Chriſtian ſhould Reach at Chriſt's promiſe, and ſtrive 
to be 4 Pillar in the Houſe of God, whoſe ſtraight Top, 
as it Exactly Poynts upward from Earth to Heaven, 
ſo ſhould our Eyes and Hearts beever toward the Lord, 

rom whom cometh our Salvation; 

'Tis obſerv'd by the Philoſopher-dez animalibrs,that 
whereas all Beaſts in the cloſing of their eyes begin with 
the letting down of the upper eye-lid,and fo firſt loſe the 
fight of heaven, and all objects above ; But on the 
contrary, Birds begin firſt to draw up the /ower-1;d, and 
ſo by degrees grow dark to the Earth, while the Up- 
per part of the Eye has till ſome lirtle Glimpſes of 
Heaven, 

For our parts, let us be rather like the z:irds of 
Heaven, than the Beaſts of Earth, thoſe beaſts that 
periſh, Let us begin to Draw up the xerher-l;d, pro- 
vided the wpper part of the Souls Eye be ſtill uwcover'd, 
and Fixt above z no matter though we grow dimme, 
and darke unto all theſe dirty concernments here below, 
Straight 
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Straight is 'the gate, ({aith Chriſt ) and narrow is the 
way, that leadeth unto life : You may walk at large in 
a Wide way, anda broad Gate will admit,of broad ſhoul- 
ders, But we muſt ſtrive to enter in at the ſtrait Gate, 
where none can enter but ſtrazght Souls , nor they nei- 
ther without ſtriving, 

The Hill / God # an High hill, — No Coming thi- 
ther without Climing, only here is the difference , 
Men too oft make uſe of Crooked wayes, and wind- 
ing Circles, as to Climb Hills, ſo by degrees ro Clam- 
ber up to Riches and Honours, thoſe Monntains of this 
world, whereas none but the »pright Walker comes, 
none but the ffraight Walk brings dire&iy, to Gods 
Holy Mountain, Let'sall Labour to be Straight and 
Upright Chriſtians z; that's the Firſt, 

2, For the Second, Having diſpatch'd the $Straight- 
zeſs, Thave therein Impli'd alio the Srropgneſs of this 
Tree, which was the ſecond Commendable property 
propoſed unto you, For as it is in nature, the uprighr 
poſture is the frongeſt poſture : And ſo in Art, which 
imitates nature, your ſtraighteſt Tower ſtands the ſu- 
reſt; whereas on the other ſide — Bowing and Totter- 
ing go both together, Pſal,62,3, God has joynd them, 
who can ſever them? And this we often ſee in your 
leaning buildings ; their own weight Confederates with 
the wind to their Down-tall, 

1 he ſame 1ule alſo, viz, that the uprighteſt is the 
ſureſt poſture, holds good in Divintry, 

He that walketh uprightly, walketh ſurely : and ſo 
in Philoſophy — Linea Redta eſt Firmiſſima ; your 
Firmeſt bodies are made up of Dired lines : inſomuch 
that you would wonder what a load (they ſay) will lye 
upon a ſtraight Needle: whereas the leaſt warping, or 

bending, 
\ 
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bending, preſently betrays it to the mercy of its bur- 
then, 

To-this purpoſe it is, when the Prophet would ſet 
forth the Firm footing of God's ſervants, in this or in 
che other lite : He thus expreſſeth ic, — We are Riſen, Pfal.ro.8. 
- and ſtand upright — whereas the wicked , Whoſe Souls 

grow Crooked by their Cainal purſuics and reliances, 
ſet forth in thoſe words — Some put their truſt in Cha- 7+ 
riots, &c, ( ſuch truſts bring as it were the earning and 

bewing of this Spiritual building ) what follow's but this 
— There are:they brought down and f pom For further 
illuſtration of this, we need .not ſtir beyond the Root 
of this Tree here before, usconcerning whi ch it is ſaid, 
chat inaſtrong Tree the Root muſt look dire&#ly down- 
ward : for if there be any Crooked up-turnings conſi- 
derable, the Tree will prove weak and improfperous : 

The like we may ſay of _ amongſt our ſelves, 
whereas we have (perhaps) a little lottily #urned up- 

ward, in ſome new toyes and Notions, had we grown 
downward, direttly downward, in all lowlineſs and 
humble mindedneſs , ſure we ſhould not have had ſo 

many i/{-grounded and {light- Rooted Chriſtians , as it -» 
is at this day amongſt us, —Ler's all labour to be. 13.5. 
ſtrong Chriſtians z that's the ſecond, | 

Third Property is an #nited Campactedneſs, In 
a Vineyard where all ſhould be Vines, what makes the 
Fig-tree there ?— No wonder *tis a barren one : conſi- xc, 4, 6. 
der,ſaith Chriſt,the Fowles of the Ayre --and the Lillies 4, 6.26,8 
of the Field, &c, As Chriſt ſend's us to Birds, and 
ke to learn an holy Careleſneſs : ſo he: may ſend 
us to Stocks, and Trees, to take out a Leſſon of Union, 
and Compadtedneſs, 

As in the Tree, there's the ſame ground, the ſame 

roor, 
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root, the ſame ſtock, the ſame- Sap, Body, Bark and 
all: ſo for us Chriſtians, do we not grow upon the ſame 
Ground of Faith « Arewe not Rooted in the ſame Bro- 
therly Love and Charity © Graffed into the ſame ſtock 
of Chriſtianity,.nouriſht with the-ſame Sap -of Scrip- 
tures, and Sacraments © One body of wholſome Do+ 
Arines, thar contains all che neceflary juice ofa Chri- 
ſtian Soul ? One Bark of a Religious worſhip, and Ser- 
vice, through which the ſaid juice is conveid, tothe - 
ſupply and nouriſhment-of every the meaneſt member ? 
| For as it is (aid in the Art of Engraffing, you muſt 
not = Ae, nor raiſe the Bark, but the young Graff mult 
be perte&ly joined to the 0/4 fock : So the prudence 
of our Superiors (in order to this perfect FunZure, atid. 
Cloſure with the Church,) hath thought fit, char 
even in theſe Externalls of Gods worſhip, there ſhould 
be an uniforme and complear accordance amongſt. us, 
For, if but the Bark be once Raiſed, the Tree ivill hard- 
ly ever Thrive and proſper, Therefore God grant we- 
may all be United and Compatted Chriſtians, That's. 
the third, | | 

* Fourth, Is Fruirfulnels, — Who plant's a Yine-- 
qard andadoes not eat of the fruit thereof ? The Church 
has been at ſo great pains in Plantixe, I have been at 
ſome ſmall pains in Watering, You Iam ſure have been 
at much Patiencein attending ;- Fit it is we ſhould now 
Taſt, what Frait may grow, upon this our new planta- 
tion, —— Come my Beloved — Lets get up Early to 
the Vinejards — See if the Vine flouriſh, &Cc. 

Trees if they be' not good tor Fruit, they may be 
for Timber; it not for Timber, they may ferve for 
ſhrde, and ſome are gooJ tor nothing elſe but ſhade, and 
yet.cyen thofe ( as told yon) may beas good as any 
for 
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tor the Fire, ſo that the worſt, you ſee, are good for 
ſometbing , though, better it were, that ſuch who are 
only good in that way, were nothing, 

How many ofus have been (er it a Rich Soile, and yet 
have hitherto afforded little elſe but a Fruitleſs ſhade, 
and ſo only Cymbred the very ground that bears us ? 

W hat ſfaies S, Bernard — Securis & ignis debetur, 8c, S. Bernard. 
nothing but the Axe and the Fire is that ſad Debextur 
due to ſuch untruittul Trees, In that parable God was 
coming and going Thyee yeares ſeeking Fruit of that Luke 13.7. 
Fig-tree, and found none, He comes in our Child- 
hood, there's nothing but Folly : he comes tn our youth, 
there's nothing but vanity : he comes in our man-hood 
( that's his — Tertio jam venit) and there's little elſe but g,,, is toe. 
Villany : what has he found by theſe tbree years com> 1c, . 
ing, but that nowat laſt, we can Tranſereſs like Men? © 

Or however otherwiſe we Reckon thoſe three years, 

Certain it is that to ſome amongſt us, he has come 

year after year now for theſe many three years, and has 

not found ſo much as leaves upon us, Now fince it 

cannot be ſaid for us, as it was ſaid for that Tree, The Mar.1s.13. 
time of Figs was not yet, What can we expect but the 

doom of that unhappy Tree, that at Chriſts coming 

was Laden with nothing but Leaves —-- Let no fruit Mar. 21.19, 
grow dn thee henceformard for ever, 

For as the Thirſt of a love-ſick Soul muſt be ſtayd 
with Full Flagons, not empty pots, ſo the hunger of a 
love-ſick Saviour muſt be Refreſhe with Apples, nor 
celuded with Leaves, Stay me with Flagons, comforr ©2035: 
me with Apples, 

Beſides we obſerve, Chriſts travail had got him an 
early appetite, ----He was hungry betimes un the Mor- Mxt.21,18, 

zing when he came for food to that Falſe, Deceitfull 
E 2 Tree : 


i 
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", Bloſſoms, but) by its Fruit, of what ſort ſoever it is :. 
fo-the true Chriſtian is not diſcernible onely.by pious ; 


Tree -- ſappoſe we, he had come to-many of us in the 
morning of our dayes Alas | How ſorrily bad we treat- 
ed him - unle(s he could makea meal of a few Greer 
leaves, our.chilahood and youth has nothing elſe ro en- 
tertain him,. Ithepleaſe rocome,and take a ſhort $»p- 


ferwith us, when we.ate old, and haveliccleelſe to: 


do, perhaps we may think of Receiving him, at leaſt 


$2m.2.to, {0 tarasa Lord have mercy, or a few good words an 
te Civ, pj, Wiſhes will go, then if — Dexs judicabit extrema terre, 


be onely — E xtrema homins, (as St, Aveuſtine would 
have it) we may do well : Butto-come and take us in 
the morning of our age, and think as it were to find a 
Breakfaſt, and ſatisfie thoſe his early bungerings upon 
us,alas ! we ſhould utterly diſappoint him, unleſs, like 
John Baptiſt, he can feed upen Locuſts; and that Wild 
hon:y, which onely grows upon thoſe our greener years, 

Althoughwe are not. of their mind that ſay Confir- 


__- mation-neceſlarily carry's an Indeleble charatF:r along 


with it ; yet ſure now its high time by ſome mark or 
other to be known-who% ſervants we are, and to whom: 


©. webelong, Itany Baal whatever be our.God, then 
_.” 


ſerve him, ſaith the Prophet:z bur it the Lord be our: 


. God, let him alone have our fervice, ** 


© Bor as the Treets known (not by its Leaves nor its 


profeſſions , fair ſhews, or the like,.(theſe are mere 


leages 2nd biſſams) but by a lite full of Obed tence, Hu-#" 


mility, Chauty, and Purity; &c;. I heſe are tho(#: 
Diſtinguiſhing Fruits ; not ſuch as onely drop from the 
lips, but grow uponthe hand? of a Chriſtian, 

| terfore when I read of thar Tree in Ludolphas,whoſe 
leaves reſembled a man!s hand, it preſently minded me 


of, : 


_ wrote-upon the paptiſmab-witty,” toon ary wake a (ſad 


, your own, and to ſay'to-your God-tathers and.God- 


—_— 
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of a Chriſtian indeed,all whoſe words, promifes'and pro- 
feſsions ( which are in themſelves bur- light and /eafy- 
things) ſhould be conſtantly reterr'd to holy pratfiſes. 
Leaves like the 7onge of a Man, we ſee enough upon 
any gree-but every leaf of this tree mult be like the hand. 
of a May, and not ſo only, but the Hand of a Chriſtian, 
, Wehave been al}, Lpreſume, Baptiz'd into Chriſt, 5,1, Wt 
anJ1 what he ſaid to Saint Peter about His waſhing , 4 
— What F. doe, thon knoweſt not new, but ſhalt kacw- here- Tok 
after :- the ſame may be {ayd concerning Ours, though" 9? 
we kzew not then, what was done, yet now I hope we 
do know;and yer,as if that Bap#iſmmal vow had been only 


ſhift-eaſtly tos forget themſelves*and rhear®Saviour, 


| gt era ca es... | 
You have now been Chriſts ProbationsMong time, 


and have had many years of tryall.: If youahnor away 
with this, or have tound it*%fome better: ++ ; ſay 
ſ>, and be gone to it, "If chen fer your Renounce- 


ment in Paptiſm be this. da renewed, bid a conſide- 
rare and freſh Defiance tothe Dewll, &c, and take up- 
on you'the yoke —I of IE 

W hen you were Intants, otfers to9#it for you : now: 
you come to take it from off thery Necks, and put it on- 


mothers, -as they-did to th> Woman ot Samaria— 

Now we believe, not becauſe of thy ſaying, for we have cha 4 42: 

heard him our ſelves, .» | | 
This.:day thou- do#ft; avefleb the Lord to-be thy God, 

&c, and to let theworkd w. rHou doeſt not repent 

of thar Bleſſedbargain madefor the&bin thy minority - 

todgihelpto make good 

gfid the blind mans 

let him Jobn 9.216 

#. . Ouly/ 


Deut.z6-17 
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Only be well adviſed what you fea k,or have ſpoken: 
for as the Pſalmiſt ſaith of his Tongue --7t & as the pen 
of a writer --ſo ſhould yours be -- Nil agat incompoſutum, 
&c, Do nothing, ſpeak nothing but with great delibe- 
ration and compoſedneſs, as the ſame Father hath it. 
You are now upon building 4 Towre , whoſe Top will 
reach heaven - fit down firſt, and conſider what it will 
coſt youto be a Chriſtian, and that you'l have by and by, 

Thoſe that are to be numbred, muſt be from twenty yea's 
old and upward; provided, they are able to goe forth to 
war 13 Iſrael -whereupon 0rzzen obſerves, All Women, 
Children, flaves, old Men , chat is, all womaniſb, Chil- 


. diſh, Slaviſh & decrepit Souls --ſuch as were below the 


heathen Agones, they are --Diving Calcults proy ſus in- 
digni -unworthy to be Reckon'd up by Gods Counters. 
So that ſuch as thoſe, like Gideon's Supernumeraries, 
may be ſpared, and ſent every man to hi own place, 
For our buſineſs here this day is about a Spiritual 
war fare, ſuch as are able for war in Iſrael ; our Meeting a 
kind of Muſtering. Behold here (pardon the expreſion) 


1. the 7»fantry of the Lord of Hoſts, For as. the Kings 


ot the Earth — Goe forth to Battell in the Spring— $0 
alſo doe thoſe Princes, of Darkneſs : Not that they 
are Idle all the Autumne and Winter of our years, but 
now in the Sprizg, and Prime of our dayes; now is 
the chiet time, wherein they chooſe to Zead forth their 
Armies againſt us, | 

The Unclean Spirit findes no reſt in Dry places — 
{uch was Chriſt : the Prince ot this world comes, and 
has nothing in me : But when the: Breaſts are full of 
Milk and the Bones of Marrow, there he comes and 
finds torrage, fits down, and layes ſjeze to the Soul, 

Ani now, what ſhallwe doe © Per Baptiſmum rege- 


neramiuyn 
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neramity in wvitam, poſt Bapt. Con firmamur in pugnam : 
now is the time, we are making ready to Battell, If 9- 
thers uſe Croſſes, Chriſmes, Balſams, and T know nor 
what mixtures — Nobis {»f ficit quod 5piritu intngimuy y 
with us, the $þiritual Oynrment is Preparative enough 
for a Spiritual Combate. | 

And ſo, though we have no Anoy#ting with 0yle,yet 
if we have the Anoynting with the $pzr#t, *tis enough, 

Here is no Chriſm indeed, but yet a Ghoſtly Combate 
and a Good Chriſt to Conduct us through it, 

No ſweetr-breath'd Balſams, but Fragrant prayers, 
and Devotions, No other Indehble Charader we own, 
but that of Zove, No Oyly thatk upoti the Head, or 
Forehead , but yet a Deep inpreſsion upott the Heart - 
2 New life we hope, though not a New garment. 

Let thoſe of Rome, like Martha, Cumber theinſelves 
with thoſe many things, while we, with Mary, chooſe the 
Better part, and fo fit down at the Feet of JESUS, 

It was an anttent Canon. —= Ad Confirmationem non Carmza de 
niſi Fejuni accederent— Faſting ſhould accompany ©9*** 
Confirming : however we doe by the Literal ,- pray 
God we all come with a Spiritaal taſt to this holy Or- 
dinance— If haply you have taken food into your $to- 
machs , yet I hope no rancor, nor malice, into your 
minds , and then though you have not Faſting bodies, 
yet it truly Huzering ſouls, 1 doubt not but we ſhall 
Conform to the ficenn of that Canon, 

— Thou tookft me out of my Mothers Bowels, ſaith the Plal.71-6:- 
Pſalmiſt, You that are yet Unconfirm'd Chriſtians, 
it you conſider the Cherddes care, and mercy, in provi- 
ding for you ſufficient Sureties (when you could not 
provide for your {elves :) where have you been all this 


while, but in the Bowels .of a Tender Mother ? But 
noW, 
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now God is taking you out of the Bewels, and allowing 

you to Harg upon the Breaſts.of your Mother — T hoſe 

Breaſts of Conſolation, there tully and freely to .Suck 

| the Sweetneſs of the Word, and both her Sacraments, 

"RY In regard whereof, we ſhould all be 7»fants of Dayes, 
even as New-born Babes all our Dayes, ſtill deſiring 
that ſincere Milk, ſtill drawing like a Childe, feeding 
like a-Childe, an1 when we are Men, yet we ſhould 
never put away this Childiſh thing. 

Many like Nero, have ripp'd up their Mothers Po- 
wels, yet with a purpoſe contrary to His, viz: Never 
more.to ſee that place, where oxce they lay ; bur rather 
to _ the womb that bare them , and the Pafs that 
gave them ſuck. 

Thus it the Great ones have gone aſtray, like loft 
ſheep, it concerns the Churches care zo gather the Lambs 
into.her boſome, Indeed, what with thoſe nipping Noy- 
therly winds, many of our old Fruit-bearing Trees have 
been ſoZ/afted, and Inrecorerably ſhattered, from that 

- cold Corner, that now our greateſt hopes are in the Suc- 
cesful Growings up of Gods Nurſery. | 

Ye are Gods Nurſery, and the Growing hopes of 
the Church, and however ſome of you may be bur 
Children in underſtanding, yet I truſt you are not 
men in malice, men in miſcheife, nor I hope ever 
will be, : 

Ye have Born the yoke of Chriſt,, in py youth , *tis 
well, Butyer, whereas David beſeeches God --0 caſt 
me not off, when T am old ----forſake me nat, when 1 am 

! 71.9. Gray-headed, Let me beg of you, ---O caſt not God 
off in the time of your. o/4 age ---and y. u that are 
Green proſelytes, beware you prove not Gray-headed 


Apoſtatates, | 
a THE EN D, 


Doom's-day Book 


py, £ ( " 


OPENED. 4 


SERMON 


PAETACHTHSESD 


Before the Honourable Jupa@ss, the la 
Alsizes at Warwick , July the 24. 1662. 


B Y 
Jobn Riland, Arch-Deacon of (oventry, and heretofor 
Fellow of St, Mary Mazdalen-College in 0x0, 


_— 


—_—— 


© — 


Pſal, 96, 13, 
— For He Cometh, for He Cometh to Fudge the Earth— 
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Rev. 20. 12, 
And I ſaw the dead, ſmall and great, ſtand before 
God, and the bookes were opened. 


——_ = Eing reſolved (what in me lies) to 
$4. |{ decline all particular refleions, I 


Ls Z=RS& made choice of this Subje&t , 
AL ay *\7/ $ 
1B | " which isof equal concern to all 


—©& | for that all muſt dye, all muſt riſe, 
CUFF By): all muſt appear, and fand before 


[2 — God. and thoſe boſome-Books of 
oy FX ours , Which are nog faſt (but, all 
muſt be opened. That Day will diſcover all. 'H yag tube 


The Text repreſents us with ove Fudge, and a Great Ince, 
Many Priſoners; the behaviour on th fide, the * ©9+3- 13s 
manner of Proceedings on that, together with the 

F 2 clear 
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clear and undoubted evidence of the whole matter, 

The Fudge is God --before God , the Priſoners are 
all mankind —the dead ſmall and great ; Their Beha- 
wviour ſubmiſsive and ſuch as becomes Priſoners, zhe 
ſtood, the manner of Proceedings upon them 6 Aga + 
Books were opened, Laſtly, the Evidence made good, 
by a Divine and Infallible Afedavit, S, Fohn ſawit— 
1 ſaw the dead, &c, 

And now, were I ſo Fit for this Text, as this Text 
you ſee might be Fitted for this time, perhaps ſome- 
what would be done uponit, But my encumbrances: 
have of late been yery many , and the going off of one 
beckoned the coming on ofthis other Serwice, 

Many that are here. this. day, cannot: bur know that 
Publique Engagement , to the which, but a few daies 
ſince, I was elfewere commanded , and that upon: a 
N Subj ec (not to ſpeak of it's Novelty, or Difficulty ) 
every way remote trom the preſent occaſion, 

And althuugh the Womb. of one-Cloud. may at 
once- be big with Dark Waters and Bright flaſhes, 
Thunders and Lightnings, Hazleſtones and Coales of 
foe — and contain them all at oneand the ſame time 
yet Imuft needs wo pM my Narrowneſs, not at 
all Recepriveat once of {uch Contrarieties, 

V Vhatever that Fruitful Creature may Performe, 
or the more Fruittul Phancy of Pliny beallowd to Ima- 
gine, Tam ſure I never could hope , with. any theleaſt 
Pregnancy, to receive. a Later, till. fairly rid of a For-- 
mer Burthen, 

tefide, Ihkave been ſtrangely cut ſhort of the ex- 


pected allowance for time, — The Fudges ſtood at our 


door, when we did not think them gotten o're their own: 
Fhrethold:; 


And 


L— 
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| And indeed the unexpected {uddainneſs of this 
Aſsize has much diſabled me from Diſcourſing ( as 1 
ought) of that other here before us, So that I ſee 


plainly, Lmuſt of neceſsity take my leave of the Fudge 
4p0u his Throne Z and the Priſoners at the Bar : the 


| Deportment of the one; and the Proceedings of the 

other, with the like paſſages of that fair road, into which 
the words did at firſt ſpread themſelves , ( the exa&t 
following whereof I confeſs is a buſineſs above my 
power at preſent ) and ſo (without any more Pretacing) 
betake my ſeit wholly to that other matter the Text 
affords us. 

The which, being very Plain and Serious, Thopeir 
will not be expected, the diſcourſe ſhould come forth 
it} any other habit , but be ſuffered ro go plajy, and 
every way ſuitable to the Subject it treats of , which 
is Death, the Reſurredtion, and Fudgement, 

It were too much Phariſaical to: Paint 4 Sepulcre, 
why ſhould we trouble our ſelyes to-make a Coffin of 
V Vrought Carved work © *Tis but loſt labour ( me- 
thinks) to ſtick, and dreſs a Dead Corpſe with Roſe- 
budds, and throw Flowres into a Grave, 

VVho would be at the coſt to-Enamell and Gild a 
Death-head, or overlay a Charnel-houſe with Gold * 
| And as Death can well ſpare all kind of Pope, as Su- 
perfluous ; ſon regard of the ReſurredFion or Jude- 
ment, it is not all requilite,. 

It is not the merry Dulcimer, the VVarbling Harp, 
or the Lute; but the-ſhril/ and: doleful Tramp, that 
bidds us Riſe at the laſt day , when we ſhall behold 
Chriſt Jeſus come down, not in 4 Sun-beam, but on a 


Cloud, to Indgment, All which things ſeem to beſpeak. - 


qur greateſt. Seriouſneſs in the Subje& now before 


G 3 us,. 
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us, Concerning which, what we have to ſay, is wrapt up 


in theſe three propoſitions, : 
. The Firſt preſents us with the Worlds Funeral (1 
wiſh the Sermon might be clad in a Sw# of Mourning, 
fic for it) thus —T hat we, and all that were before us 
( except T1 wo or Three) and all that ſhall come after 
us, (except thoſe that ſhall be found alive at Chriſts 
coming , For they ſhall not Jeep at all , but be changed) 
all I ay, in the eye of Prophecy are but a company of 
dead men — I ſaw the dead, &C, 

Secondly, Theſe dead mea ſhall live, with their 
Dead bodies (hall they Ariſe again at the laſt day , which 
is expreſly ſet down elſewhere , —and here alſo Im- 
plied, in that, though they were Deag,and are ſo ſtyled, 
yet they are ſeen ſtanding before God , which ſuppoſes 
they were Alive, and Riſen again — 7 ſaw the dead— 
ſtand before God, | 

Thirdly, As there is an appointed time for all men, 
once t0 Dye , and, for all thoſe ſame men, once to Riſe 
againe; vSOitis moſt certain, that after thoſe Appoin- 
ted times are come , then comes the Judgement , as 
here, no ſooner did the Dead Ariſe and ſtand before God, 
but preſently — the Books were opened, 

Concerning which T#dgement ( being moſt proper, 
and agreable to the preſent occaſion )I ſhall enlarge upon 
theſe following Conliderations, as they lye- before us 
in the Text, | 

Fiſt, We ſhall conſider the Geyerality of this Tudg- 
ment — Thc dead — that is, AU at onetime, A/ in one 
place, AU were preſented at once, to the View of 
S. 1ohn, That Divine Eagle; who, Soaring a loft upon 
the W:ags of an Extaticall Spirit, beheld a whole 
V Vorid of Carkaſſes underneath him ------ He ſaw the 
dead, &c, Secondly, 


© 
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Secondly, The 7mpartiality of this Iudement ; High 
and Low, Rich and Poor, the Mean man and the Migh- 
ty man, one with another, one as well as another, All 
muft-come and ſtand before the ſame Tudge , all muſt 
abide the Dooxs of the ſame Books, all- muſt equally 
pafs through the Severities of the ſame Triall --- -- The 
dead, both ſmall and Great. 

Thirdly, The Ae. Anthority of this Tudgment, 


here intimared in that High and Low; Poor and Rich, . 


the Mighty as well as the Mean man:; all appear in the 
ſelf lame Hamble deportment ; in-ſuch a poſture as be- 
comes Priſoners, ----- they all f,od betore God, 

Fourthly , The deliberate and convincing Legality 
in all the Proceedings 'of this radgment ; matters were 
not-tranfated and huddled over in the Dark ; bur all 
muſt be done aboye-board : No arbitrary Power, nor 
extravagant 'Humour, . no adventurous Raſhnefs nor 
but as all-muſt g0 by the Book, ſo thoſe Books (hall be 
opened, that every one may read his own Endi&tment 
---the Books were opened. 

Laſtly, the Certainry and 79portance of the whole : 
the Certainty, the higheſt that may be, no leſs then 
ocular Demonſtration, atteſted by no meaner a perſon 
then S, 79hy, whom we have here , though in a Higher 
Place, yet ſtill incheold Poſture, Leaning upon Teſr's 
Boſome, thence drawing and declaring all theſe fecrers 
unto us ---7 ſaw--- thus for the Certainty, 

As for the 7»portance , It ſeems of no ſmall con- 
cernement to us, for whom ( and not for himfelt alone ) 
he ſaw, whatever things he did ſee , the which *tis 
apparent, he ſaw, ſo as you and I,and all the Chri- 
tian YVorld, might both hear and [ze , (as we do this 
day) 


fupine _—_ muſt carry buſineſſes withont- Book ; - 


— 
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O, 21,23, 


day) and, if poſsible , become better thereby, 

_ - Thus we have laid our Foundation ( large enough be 
{ure ) but how we ſhall be able to Finiſh God knows, 
I much fear my Lot may lye,in that Yerſe of the ſecond 
Leſſon for this Morning Prayer, even now read unto us, 
---- This man began to Build, and was not able to Finiſh. 

T he diſciples ſaid ----Wherce ſhould we have bread 
in the Wilderneſs to Fill ſo great a Multitude ? Imay 
well ſay, on the contrary, whence ſhould I have matter 
amongſt Crowdes and Throngs , ſo as to ſatisfy the juſt 
and natural Cravings of theſe ſeveral Parts and Pro- 
poſitions, 

However, every Mouth muſt have its Meat, and 
God who has made the 0ze, I truſt will provide the 
other, Not to auſwer thoſe Luſtfull expectations 
that look tor 9Quazles: yet it we can be furniſht with 
Bread, ( we muſt not talk of Philip's 100 or 200 penny- 
worths, but ) with ſome few Pennyworths of wholſome 
Bread, though it be but ſmall Dole at the Worlds 
Great Funerall, ---- Every one muſt be content to take 
a Litile. 

And that our Diſtribution, though but Mean, may 
yet be Methodical, I begin with the Firſt Propoſition, 
Viz, That however in our own Dim-ſightedneſs we 
may ſeem to Live, Move, &c, yet in the view of this 


Eagle-Ey'd Prophet, wg areall but a Company of Cay- 


kaſſes, a multitude of dead men ---I ſaw the dead, &c, 
| he Dead he ſaw, and no doubt all us, that are here 
Alive, yea and himſelf too in the number, all helpin 


24 
I 


to make up that great Congregation of the dead, then 
before him, Although there went abroad this ſaying 
among the brethren, that thi Diſciple ſhould not dye --- 
yet be profeſſeth, whom it moſt concerned to know 

the 


w oy" wwe tir,” *» #- any - © I 


Ce ere NS a 


mane Army, to the final Ruine of Jeruſalem, Chriſt, 


of One ſurviving Apoſtle to Write his Epitaph : Bur 
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the truth thereof ) --that Jeſus ſaid not to him, that 
he ſhould not dye, but, if I will, that he tarry till 7 come, 1b'd. 
what ts that to thee ? 
Indeed Chriſt was neer about Forty years a Coming, 
(;, e,) when He Came along with Tirzs, and the Ro- 


I ſay, was Forty years in ſo Coming, and S, Tohn was as 
long awaiting and tarrying for that Coming : yet at 
laſt, Chriſt he is Come, and S, 7ohn he is Gope, and thar 
the ſame way as 7oſhua,and all went before him, — Ewen If. 23:14. 
the Way of all the Earth, 

Notwithſtanding , Others could not Deſtroy him : 
for 'tis ſay'd , ſuch was the ce chaſtneſs of the Soul 
and Body of this Beloved Diſciple — T hat he Quench'd 
the Violence of the Fire, ChilFd and Allay'd the Scal- 
dings of the Liquor, ſo that it could not hurt him, 

But albeit ( as 1ſay'd betore) they could not Take 
away his Life, yer when Old Age comes, he can Zay 
it down ; and when Others cannot Kill him, at laſt The 
Loxg-liy'd Eazle, him(elf makes a ſhift ro Dye, 

T he ——_— of whoſe 2uills ( they ſay) had quite 
Conſum'd all the Other Feather-bunch of his Twelve 
Brethren, and not ſo much as left behind him the Pex 


as Love ( S.Tobn's Dear and Darling Vertue) outlives 1 Cor. 13; 
all her Siſter-Graces : ſo the great Preacher of Loye, 
the Loving and moſt Beloved Diſciple, outlives all his IN 


v5 & 


Brother-Apoſtles, ; 
Howbeit a long lite is but a long Forbearance z and ng 


the * Stoick Laughs at thoſe our ſelf-contradiiting de- and; 
fires, whereby we would have our friends Live long, your 
and yet not ſee death, when that's the ſureſt way to it, i4ir 3; 


T he Principal 1s ſtill owing on the J—_ —_— 


77% 
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of Sicknefſes and! Sorrows z 3nd chough nature delayes: 


the Peremptory demanding ihereot, and ſo the Debt 


is ſometimes a long while ere it be Diſcharged, yet at 


laſt a full and entire Payment muſt be made, As it was 
here with this Apoſtije, whom the flow, but ſure hand 
of Death did at Length retrieve from the furtheſt 3a- 
niſhment of his Life. 6 

' Tis the opinion of an Ancient Father, that it pleaſed 
God to ſhorten man's life on purpoſe atter the Fload, 
leſt by the former allowance of a longer time che fin 


of man. might. again riſe up, and call for a ſecond deluge, 
For no wonder the Waters of God ſwel/ above the . 


higheſt Mountaines, when the fin of man ſtretcherh to the 
bigheſt Heavens, 

And whereas the Pſalmiſt ſayes — Thou haſt made 
my dayes as a ſpan long ; and now ſuch are the fins of 
men, that the Good 01d Spay is{hrunk and contracted 
toan Inch long , and that Inch too often Snapr a- 
ſunder in-the midſt by an untimely death due to fin: 
yet for all that we are grown ſuch huge Husbands, 
with theſe our Tzches, that we can drive as great a 
Trade of Impiety, as they could do with. thir Zargey 
ſpans, andſo fix our ſelves into a capacity of a ſecond 
deluge, and bid as frankly for it under Foxrſcore, as 
others could do at two hundred yeares, 

Therefore, as our dayes are Ell, ( that's of mans 
making) fo *tis well they are ſhort and contracted, 
that's of God's good contriving, 

We ſhall not onely dye hereafter, but now we dye 
preſently, and within a tew years — W har the Egypti- 
ans ſay'd haſtily, we may fay ſoberly —yye be all dead 
men. 

Old men. are called Tripodes, and ſometimes 9ua- 
drupeaes : 


Cd . 
. Sa. 


| 
| 
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drupedes : becauſe, counting their Crutches, they have 
Three or Four Feet to Carry them to their Graves, 

But it is not for Every man to Live ſo long, as to 
Run with three or four Legs to his Long Home. 

Though in Searching for the Silver Cup, Toſeph's | 
Steward began at the Eldeſt, and left off at the youngeſt : © 44 te 
yet when Angels come to Rifle, and make Search for 
a Precious Soul, they Obſerve no ſuch Order, bur on 
the Contrary, oft-times begin at the Toungeſt, and 
leave off at the Eldeſt, 

For as S, lohy —— came firſt to the Sepulchre , but jch, 0.4. 
S, Peter Went in before him - {o, albeit your Old mar 
comes firſt to the Grave's Mouth, and there ſtands a 
long while lingring, and wayting, by a weary painfull 
life, and with his Cr#rches is continually Rapping at the 
Gates of death : yet many times the T7oung many, that 
come's after him, makes a ſhitt to goe in before him, 

However, firſt or laſt, 7» we muſt all of us, as 
S. 1ohn ( you ſee there) enters the Sepulchre, as wel 
(though not ſo ſoon) as S, Peter, 

Death (they ſay) keeps no Calendar, Many years 
with him are but as one day, and one day as man 
years, It ſome do not live out Half their time ---Halt pal, 55. 23 
a day to others may be their whole time. 

Every Soul muſt not think to dwell in ſuch a Ripe 
ſlip-thel'd Body, as this old Apoſtle had , Nor are 
Gray hayres ( thoſe Church-yard- Flowers) deſigned to 
orow upon the turf of every Green head, 

The holy Templar call's them the harbingers of 
death ( That King of Terrors) ſent aforehand (as it were) 
to Mark and Score his lodgings; yet how often have 
we ſeen Xing Death, with all his black retinue, March 
in afore any of thoſe his Meſsengers ? Our Clay-honſes, 

G 2 alwayes 
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alwayes ſtand opento death, who too frequently-( liks 
that Evil Spirit) comes in with confidence, without 
any Knocking, or notice giving. As Eliſba heares the 
Sound of the Maſters. feet, betore the Meſsenger cams 
nigh to give him warning, : 

Some few. Souls indeed, like full-fledg'd Birds, when 
they take Wing and be gone, leave an old Body, like a 
tottered rumpled Neſt, behind them , whereas Chriſt 
aroſe Early 1n the Morning,,and left his Sepulchre 
whole and unbroken, So the beſt (it not the-moR) like 
good I ravellers are going betimcs ----they take the 
Wings of the Morning ----fly away and be at reſt -- $yr- 
guntlque cadavere Toto they ſpring our of an entire and 
uUn-battered body, while the Breaſts are fol of Milk, and 
tne Bones of Marrow, Go but into the Church-yard, 
zweaſure, and ſee how, many ſhorter graves there be of 
thole, who never lived to attain our age nor Stature. - 

And now. weare ſpeaking of Church-yards , what 
need we trouble Scripture , or other Arguments, to 
make further proof of our Mortality; For the fuller 
evidencing ( it need be ) and determining whereof , in- 
ſtead of Fathers., and Councils, we may repaire to 
Ghurch-yards and Charnel-houſes, which are therefore 
called the common dormitories of the dead, the general 
ſeed-plots of mankind; becauſe, though we lye and ſlee 
there, awhile, yer-the time will come, when-ve ſhall if 
be awakened: and being fowze there (rather then buried) 
at the Jaſt day we ſhall be ſure ro Spring up, and riſe 

ain, 

" W hich brings me tothe Second Propoſition, contain-- 
ing the Univerſal ReſurredFion, implied here in the 
Regs ſtand -----1 ſaw.the dead, &c,, ----Stand before 
(0 .. 


That: 
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That a ReſurreZion (it it be) muſt be inorder to prop, 2, | 
2 fuil attainment of man's. Final happineſs, 1S-gene- | 
rally agreed upon by all parties, 
But that there 1s any ſuch thingat all, as a m_ | 


redtion of the body, is deny'd by ſome, upon theſe 
grounds (whoſe Falthood and Weakneſs an Indifferenc 
Eye may eaſily See through,) 

1, That mans Happineſs is attainable in-7hzx, and 
therefore what Need 1s there of Azother Life * or of 
the Bodyes Riſing , in order thereunto ? thus Epicu- 
rus; and the reſt of that Herd... There the Antecedent 
is talſe.. . 

2, It there be axother Life, and Happine's muſt be 
had there, and there Only, then it Concern's the Ser] 
alone, and ſo to what purpoſe ſhould the body be Di- 
ſturb'd, which is ſo farre-from Going Halfs with the 
Soul's Happineſs, that it Hinders It £ according to that 
Rule amongſt them, viz. That all Corporeity is an E- 
nemy to Pertect felicity, Thus Porphyrize, and thoſe 
of his way, Bur here we ſay the Contequence is falſe; 
and the Proof thereof, trom.that Poſition of Porphyrre, 
very infirm, 

3, That as all Spiritual things are of God, ſo all Bo- 
dily things arefrom the Devil,. or ſuch like Zwil Prix- 
ciple, and ſo cannot by a Reſurref#ion be United tg 
God, that onely Good Principle, Thus Manichems, 
and his Followers, So that the Body is ſtill Kept un- 
der, and Held down on all hands, all joyntly denying 
its Riſing , but upon Fonndations: ( you ſee) tull of 
Weaknels, Falſhood, or Blaſphemy, 

Again, as Thoſe Deny the Reſurreion, Others Af- 
firm and Prove it : 1, From the R:ſing again of Chriſt 
our Head, 2,. From the Natyral tendency .in Separted 

G. 3 Souls: 
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Souls toward a Re-union with the Body ; which muſt 
not be to no purpoſe, 3, In that our Gain by Chriſt 
is greater than our Loſs by Adams and theretore, if 
— In Adam all dye, much more i# CHRIS T ſhall all 
be made alive. 

By theſe and other Arguments of the Reſurrettion, 
Some Affirm, and Prove it z We Affirm, and Believe 
it : yet if we would goe about to Prove it, Arguments 
Come up as Thick as Graſs-Spills in the Spring, 
Demonſtrations naturally Grow and Hang upon every 
Green Hedge ,, yea — Day wnto Day wtters Speech, viz. 
of the Reſarrefbion, which clearly diſcovers it (elf, in 
the Succeſsive Dawnings thereof, and moſt apparently 
Dwells upon the EZye-lids of Every Morning, 

And as Day unto Day utters this Speech : ſo Ng ht 
unto Night ſhewes this Knowledge, He that Lyes down, 
has Slept out his Eyes and Senſes, who does not behold 
It Standing by his Bed-fide, when Ever he Ariſes. 

So that, although we doe Believe it, yet as for that 
—Credibile quia Impoſsibile, i, e, "tis merely Credible, 
becauſe Impoſsible , we need not Take Refuge in any 
ſuch Unhallowed Sa&uary, or Seek out ſo Shamefull 
a Covert tor an Article of our Creed. 

Concerning the Inſtantaneouſneſs, or Succeſsive- 
neſs, of T his our Riſing; the Terminus A uo, and 

Ad Qrem therein, what is the Efficiency of GOD, and 
wherein. lyes the Inſtrumentality and S»bſerviency of 
ANGELS. . 

And becauſe G O D ſay'd to Adam — Duſt thon art, 
and to Duſt thou ſhalt Return, No doubt, He has had 
time enough for T hat Retxrning (yer) whether or no 
He then Say'd ſo to All the Sons of Adam, and thar 

Every Body (as well as Hi ) muſt Suffer.a Pertet Pul- 


Verization : 
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domeand Power of God in that day, which being ſtyled 
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verizationz yea, that very Body, which was Buryed 
but a Day, or an Hour, before the General Reſwrre- 
c10n, whether or no (according to the atoreſaid Sen- 
tence) That muſt be Returz'd into Entire Earth, and 
ſo Ariſe our of as Complete a Bed of Duſt, as it it bad 
layn as long as Adam a mouldring —T heſe and many 
other Niceties I purpoſely pretermit, | 
we muſt needs dye, that's Certain; but, that we are 

as Water Spilt on the ground, which cannot be Gather'd $,.., , 4 
up again, &c, there Toab's Wiſe Widow ſpeaks like one m 
of 10b's Fooliſh Women - For when. we 1hall be Pour'd 
out by the Hands of Death, and have Layn Soaking 
in the Earth never ſo many Centuryes ; yet God will 
aſluredly Recover again, and Gather wp every Drop of 
This Water : in which regard (perhaps) it was 'that 
they call'd Death — 4 gathering unto their people. Gen. 49. 33s 

T his I verily believe (however ſome may think other - 
wiſe) thatall thoſe —_—_ parcels of the ſamebody, 
that lye ſleeping in ſeveral.Pariſhes, perhaps in ſeveral 
parts of the World : As for example, Suppoſe a Soul- 
dier has Loſt a Zeg in Aſia, an Arme n. Europe, a Fin- 

er 1s Burnt 1n .. Fire, a Te is Cut off and thrown 


47. 


into the Water, 
— (Quid mirum = ſpargitur orbe ? M intiat. Ep, 
why may nor the dead uſt be a kind of KoouoTOMiTny , 


free of the whole World, as well as a Living boay ? ) 

T his I ſay, thar all thoſe limbs, and parts of the 
Diſperſion atoreſaid, ſhall not only return --- Bone to #5 
cwn Bone, &Cc. but every the leaſt Grazn of duſt to that 
very Place it had in the body, before its diſſolution, 

1 his I humbly conceive may moſt ſet forth the Wiſ- 


« day of Reſtitction , the way of Particular reſtoring, 
(which 
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23 Tim. 31. 9. 


Job. 19. 16. 
Eccleſ., 13. 3. 


( which now we ſpeak of ) methinks .conduceth moſt 
to the fulneſs and exa&rneſs thereof, 

For, as the Loadſtone can, out ofa common Heap 
of Duſt, Extra all the /zztle Fylings of Steel, or the 
like : Much more is God Almighty able, by His Mag- 
netick skill, out of the common Rubbiſh, to Single 
forth the Minuteſt Fylings (as it were) of theſe our 
Mortal bodyes, and Reſtore them all again to their 
proper places, 

An Army I have heard of, whoſe Souldiers had eve- 
ry one ſuch peculiar Marks, and Charaers upon their 
Shields, that by help thereof their Commander could 
at any time eaſily recover them ou of the greateſt Diſ- 
order and Confuſion, The Lord knows them that are 
Hi ; and not ſo only, but, All that is Theirs : not- 
withſtanding, we are put tothe greateſt Rog and Diſ- 
order by Death, yer ſuch are Thoſe privie Marks of 

God's wiſdome upon us, that in the Reſurredion He 
will. compleatly Raley again all theſe Raines of Man- 
kinde, 


—Then though the Worms deſtroy this body, yet in 
my A and with _ my Eyes ſhall T ſee God. 
Though the 4rms ( thoſe ſorry Houſe-keepers—) have 
not kept themſelves, nor thezr Houſe neither, but the 
Fingers are ftray'd trom that Hard, into which they 
were Engrafied, and the Hands dropp'd from thole 
Arms, by which they were ſupported. 

4 hough the Strong Mer have bowed themſelves, fo 
as to be #rod upon by Baſe YVermin, and the legs are 
run one from another, yea, ' though the ' Grinders 
themſelves ſhould be Grinded to pieces, and They 
that formerly Look'd. out at the Windows, are now 
Leap'd out through thoſe Windows, and thoſe Two great 

— fumimaries, 
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Luminaries, which GOD had ſet up to give Light to 
this Zeſſer World, have not only Conſum'd themſelves, 
but their Sockets, 

Yet in That Day of the Reſtstution of all things, 
when the Great K IN G ſhall diſperſe and ſend abroad 
- his Writs, to Call that Laſt and General Conwention of 
Mankind, and ſay to the Sea, — Give back, and to the 
Winds, Reftore— though the Summon'd Members lye 
Scatter'd in ſeveral Shires and Countreys, yet Bore 
(as was ſay'd) ſhall return to it's Felow-bone:, each 
Vein (hall Glide along the Old Channel, The right 
Foot (hall not Miſs its way,, and Run to the Left , the 
Right Eye (hall not miſtake its own place , but be 
Lighted the Way-to the Right Socket. 

In a word, not an Hur of our head ſhall be Loft, or 
Misplac'd, but when God ſhall Renew the Face of This 
Earth, and Ser forth a Second Edition of Mankind, all 
our Limbs, thoſe Looſe and Diſperſed Leaves, ſhall be 
Carefully ſought out, and Found up together ; ſo that 
we ſhall Come forth the ſame Yolume, though in a 
much Exacter Print and Clearer Letter. 

The Glory of the Second Temple ſhall be farre grea- 
ter than the Glory ot the Firſt, provided it prove in- 
deed to be Such, a Faire Temple, and not a Filthy 
Priſon, which the following Judgment ſhall ſoon de- 
termine, 

And ſol paſs on tothe Third Propoſition, viz. That Prop. 3 
after the Death, and Riſing again of all men, then ©. **** 
comes the Fudement, imply'd in theſe words — Aud 
the Books were Opened, — 

W herein, according to the method propoſed, we are 
firſt to conſider, the Univerſality of this Jud ment, 

— He ſaw the Dead (i,e,) All the dead, fand b:/5r: 
God, &C, H Flere 
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; Here Iſhall Endeayour not to be ſo Impercinent, as 
| to trouble you with thoſe Intricate enquiries, concern- 
| ing the Time and Place of Judgment, the Form and 
; Form: 31: habit of the Judge, the manrer ot Citation, the Merhod 
6 (ub ; of particular Ttials, the Z xecution of the General Sen- 
*; 144 Is tence, &c; T hee things (and what elſe of the like na- 
_——_ 2 ture) Iſhall either wholly omit , or elſe it ir fall in my 
_ © © way; to makeſome little reflections upon any of them,, 
ball doe it very ſparingly, and cread as Zz2htly as he 
does, that paſſes over an unſound piece of Earth, that 
ſhakes and trembles under him, 

Thus much I rake for granted, that although ſome 
ſay, it was the occaſion of Cain's, and Abel's quarrel, 
whether there were ſuch a thing as.a Judgement to 
come, or no yet that ſhall be no matter of D;ſute 
among us z but without turther ſtay: ro prove T har, 1 
may treely- proceed to the Univerſality of the ſaid 
Jud, gment, which-now we are to conſider, 

It the Judges have paſt Sentence _= Socrates, Na- 
ture has paſt Sentence upon thoſe Judges, and in thar 
reſpe&t, weareall a company of condemned Creatures, 
Cor. 5.10, 2s: well. as Socrates. — We muſt all: appear before the 
Indement ſeat of Chriſt, &c.. and then as God aid to 
Abraham (when he had brought him abroad) — Look now 
towards Heaven, and tell the Stars, 8c, 

I may ſay to you (ſince God has alſo broveht you 
Atroad)) — Look ye now: toward the Earth, tell the 
Graſs that is ready tor the Sythe, or the Comme ye have 
ſeen almoſt ripe tor the Szckle, and contider ye of the 
worlis great Harveſt, 

W hatz All that have been? All that now are ? 
All that ever hal be ?- muſt all, and every one 4p- 
pear 5 O what Throxe will be able to hold chat Fudge, 


W hat. 


| 
> C1rcur- 
ance. 


W hat Benches will be enough for thoſe Aſſeſſers , even 
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even thoſe infinite num bers of Saints and Angels, 
which he brings along with him? what Dungeos is 
deep enough to contain the already condemned Devils * 
or what Bar will be big enough to hold the (now ) 4r- 
raigned Priſoners ? 

Some ſpeak of the Yalley of Tehoſhaphat, as themoſt 
convenient place, being near unto Mount Oliver, where 
Chriſt Aſcended, and whereabouts, it is expected, he 
ſhould alſo deſcend again, according to the ColleQion, 
they make from that paſſage —— Thi ſame Jeſus — AR. 1. 18. | 
ſhall ſo come, in like manner, as ye have ſeen him goe | 
znto heaven, | 

But for that, ſuppoſing (as ſome think) the bertey | 
ſort ſhall be caught up in the clouds, to meet the Lord 
in the Aire , and fo not at all trouble char _ ; yer | 
as to the Wicked alone and their numbers, what was | 
ſpoken of Samaria, may likewiſe be ſaid of this Yalley, 
— Surely the duſt thereof will not ſuffice, tor every ſell 
condemned Soul, to take an handtul, and ſtop his own 
Mouth withall, when he appears in a gwilty ſilence 
before his Judge, . 

No wonder, — An heaven of heavens cannot contain an 1 King, 8. v 
infinitely Bleſſed God, when a Hell of Hells is little 
enough to hold a company of his accarſed Creatures z 
and it the Gaol be ſo well filPd, the Bar muſt be ſadly 
Throng'd, 

For however many Anzells ( they ſay) may reſt in 
one Point, as that Legion in one man; yet raiſed Bodies 
ſure ſhall nor loſe their former Dimenſions, ſoas one of 
them may be Unconfinedly in any place, or many of 
them crowded uncircumſcribedly, into one Place, 

Thea reckoning from or Firſt Adam, to the laſt 
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Son of Adam; conld we bur confider, what thoſe Slaugh- 
ter-Weapons of War, Famine, Plagues and Peſtiſential 
diſeaſes,. have done, and ſhall yet do, (not toſpeak of 
the daily work. of common. Mortality , ſtill kept a 
going) did we but caſt up what Hecatombs have been 
offered up to Earthquakes, Fires and Floods, viz, an 
entire. Countrey iwallowed at one morſell by an 
Earthquake, many Lebanons. have not been ſufficient 
for one of theſe burnt Sacrifices, whole Mountains of men 
{uddainly carried into the Depths of the Sea,. and there 
drowned forever, 

Belide thoſe many other Beſoms of Deſtruction, al 
mankin4 ( but Eight perſons ) was at once we know 
an off the Common ſtage by one deluge.. 

nd it the Flames have often Practiſed upon Lefler 
Parcells, and thereby given us ſame caft as it were ) 
of their conſuming-skill atorehand againſt the great 
burning at the laſt day:: neither have. the. Waters been 
wanting, by frequent and violent Iundations, to let us 
know, they have not quite fargotten their Former over- 
flowings, _ 

<o-tor all thoſe that are already Come & &one in theſe 
Waves: all thoſe. that are now a Gare, and Ever 
One, that is yet for. to Come and Goe z, for All theſe ar 
once.to. Appear in-the Same Place. and tall under One 
and the Same Proſpect, we muſt needs ſay S. Fohx.here 
was mightily aſsiſted with Thoſe Divixe Opticks, The 
Leſſer could not Shrowd themſelves under the Greater, 
ſo as to Eſcape him ;-the Greater cannot Over-ſhadow 
the Leſſer, ſaas to Hinder him, 

_— Habes Ty literas meas, Egu Tuas — ante Tribunal 
Chtiſti, Utreque recttabuntur : the True Catholick, and 
the Perverſe Sch1ſmatick, the Church-Gowernonr, and 
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the Church-Deſpiſer, (hall both and before gu 
Tribunal : where 1t will be Impartially fifted , whac 
Letters either of them have Brought in-their Boſomes, 
Which leads me to the Second Circumſtance confide- 
rable-in this Judgment, wiz, the 1mpartiality thereof, 
contain'd in thoſe words —- Small and Great, =— TI ſaw 
the Dead, Small and Great, Stand, &Cc, 

The Great, as well as the Small, it ſeems, theyall , c;,,,, 
muſt $tand betore God, - And if S, John ſees them all farce 
here inche ſame poſture of poor and wretched Priſoners, : 
GOD (no doubt) beholds them all with the ſame Eye 
of a Juſt and Impartial Fudge, There is not a Chazre 
afforded for the Eaſe of a Priſoner of quality, while 
the Poor man ( his Fellow-Priſoner) bears upon his 
Legs, till he grows to the grouad he:ffands on: No, 
they all /and betore God, 

1 he Athenians had a liberty to queſtion their chie- 
feſt Magiſtrates, though not 7», yet after their Otfice : | 
And the Ezyptians, they ſate upon the Carcaſes of niet sis.. } 
their greateſt Commanders; Here, the Books were all | 
ladifferently opened,” and the Yolume-Accounts of the 
Greateſt: were read and duely Stated, as well as the 
Smaller Papers of the Meaneſt perſon were-proJuced, 

Books, they tay; are the Uprighteſt 7udzes, and the 
moſt Faithful. Counſelours, which ( whatever men may 
doe) underſtand nothing of any Perſonal Diſtin@ions, 
or Favourable Indulgencies unto any , in which regard 
the Text here makes uſe of them inthe ſetting torth 
of this Judgment. 

The Great mans Charge (wrote in Court-hand, or 
Characters) is not charily folded up, with a Seal of Fa- 
vour Clapt upon-it, ora claſp of Gold, while the lefſer 
bills of a mean perſon,:drawn at length,.are laid open to 

H 3 publick . 


I ee nc 


54 We Doom's-day Books opened. 


— — CO — 


publick View , ſo that he that runs may read thems : 


by the ſame Eye, ſo were they exadtly Wrote, and Im- 
partially ; mow by the ſazze hand of Juſtice. 

I have heard of one, who was content to have his 
Picture drawn, on condition he might hold his Finger 
over the Wart he had upon his face, while it wasa 
drawing, 

Too many ſuch Tmperfett Pieces we meet withall, 
even from thoſe Pencils, which ſhould draw Juſtice to 
the Life, while the Soft Finger of affe&tion is ſuffered 
to cover the deformities of the Fouleſt matters; Burt, 
when God once ( to ſhame our deficiencies ) undertakes 
to give us:this exact _ of Judgment, he will pur 
by the Xindneſs of the Finger; The narrow covering 
thereof muſt be removed in that day, and Blemiſhes as 
well as Beauties, all muſt be »aked betore him , with 
whom we have (then) to do, 
5206s om- It ( as ſome are of opinion) the renew'd Heavens, 
ia que nc and all the luminaries thereof, ſhall then leave off their 
over -* rolling and be ſtill, It may give us ſomewhat to con- 
num. Anſel. Ceive of that #7moved ſtillneſs there will be in the Lord 
of Heaven, and ſteadineſs in the Father of thoſe Lights, 
even in the Unchangeable God, who {hall not ſuffer 
the leaſt ſway of Aﬀection, or ſhadow of Turning, 

Sam 16.79, Look not on his Conntenance, nor the Heighth of his 
ſtature, for I have refuſed him, ſaith the Lord, concer- 
ning Eliab ; where allo we have thereaſon of that re- 
bid. fuſal — For the Lord ſeeth net, as man ſeeth, &c, 

On the other ſide, when God had ſaid — By me 
ov. 8.16. Princes rule (as doubtleſs they doe) and Nobles, and all 
— Indzes of the Earth— it follows at the 17*" ver, 7 love 
them, that love me, *T1is not, provided they be Nobles, 


OT 


—v 


No; but the Books of all, as they were equally viewd - 
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or Tudges, or the like, before ſpoken of, but them indit- 
Hr who ere they are — I love them, that love me. 

Juſtice may well be allow'd to Fear, when in ſome 
regards ſhe is a pair of Balances : he that weighs with 
them indeed, diftinguiſherth of the worth ; but the Ba- 
lances themſelyes make no Difference in the weight of 
Gold or Lead, 

And as it is in Weights, fo is it in Meaſures, the 
ſame, I think, may ſerve as well tor Silks as Sackcloths : 
In borh which we have the Reſemblance of an Ewvex- 
handed and Unbyaſled Juſtice. 

Thus God himſelf fers an Equal Rate upon the 4+ 
tonement of all Souls — The Rich ſhall not give more, the Ex, 30. 15 
Poor ſtall not give leſs than half a Shekel, For as the 
Heavens keep an Equi-diſtance trom the Earth 4 how- 
ever they ſeem, yet they doe not ſtoop to Kils the 
Tops of the Loftieſt Moratains, nor doe they quite 
Diidain, and /ook aloof off trom the Lower Yaleys. 

So it is with the: G O D of Heaven-— He is no Re- 
ſpetter of perſons, but in. every uation; ( and of eyery 48. 10. 348 
Condition) He that fears him, tis accepted of Him, It 
he does draw nigh to the hamble, *tis the Grace, and 
not'the Man, that bowes him and Inclines him : If He 
does behold the proud afarre off, "tis the Sin, and not the 
Soul, thateſtranges Him, 

W hatever F< a may think, I doe not believe we 
ſhall-all Riſe in the ſame ature ; but Riſe we muſt, and 
the Lofty-ſiz'd man jxtt's no nearer to Him, nor doe: 
thoſe of Lower Meaſures ſink 2t- all the further from 
| Him, The Sun-beams can afloon reach the depths of 
the moſt Depreſſed Hollows, as the heights of the moſt 
Exalted Mountains, | 

Nit apud Deum Magntm eſt, quod vel a Minimo dari 5, jxfitm, 
nequent, 
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nequeat, the greateſt Preſent to God may be offered 
by the meaneſt Hand, In the acceptance whereof He 
looks not at the Fine Glove, the Rich Perfume, or rhe 


Gold Ring upon the Finger, but only -- The .Cleanneſs 


' of the Hand in Hi Eye-ſight. 


Pharaoh's Butler and Baker, the Heads of Both are 


- Lifted up, — to a Several kind of Advancement : 


yet not forthe Diverlity of their Dreams, ( the Gayel\t 
and Beſt things in this World are little better ) but ac- 
cording to the Difference of their demerits, 

1oſephand Agag muſt both be brought out of Priſon, 
but tor ſeveral purpoſes and deſignations, 7oſeph ſhaves 
and ſhifts himſelf, but Agag appears in delicate apparel. 
Both come forth with their Raymert.chane'd, yet the 
One to be Advanc'd to the Throne, the Other to be 
Hewn in pieces, Now, as the Eye of Pharaoh did not at 
all reſpect the ſhaved Face, or the change of Rayment, 
in the Promotion of 7oſeph : neither did the Sword ot 
Samuel give any regard to thole delicacyes of Habit in 
the Execution of Agag. 

So.thall it tare with all mankind in that Day : 1oſephs 
and Agazs, Slaves and Princes, the exalted Butler and 
the condemned Baker, riſing men and declining men, 
we are all Deaths Caprives, and at the I at day muſt 
all be brought forth of our ſeveral Priſons, and change 
our Garments, though in order to deſigns and putpo- 
ſes very farre diſtant one from another, 

Some ( like Tofeph) tobe Exalted unto Thrones in 
Heaven: Others ( like Agag) to be Cut in pieces for 
thoſe Internal Cauldrons, Some with the Baker, to be 
made meat for thoſe Helliſh Fowles to Feed upon : 


-while Others are Preterr'd to be Crp-bearers to the 


Great King : 'To taſt again of the pure Blood of the 
Graps, 
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Grape, and -- Drink it anew with Chriſt in his kingdome, Math, 6. 


And all this not according to Honour , Wealth, 
Wit, orany outward Wearing, but according to their 
outward and Inward Working ; as here it followes in 
the Text — The dead were Judged according to their 
works, | 

Indeed,during the Night of this Life, one may chance 

to ſtumble, and Dajhagainſt the Tomb-ſtone of a great 
| Man, and thoſe Graves, that are worth a Coffin, we (ee 
for a time how they [wel above their Fellows, while the * 
Poor bare Winding-ſheet is quickly made Level with 
the Earth, and ſooner ſ;»ks into a Toral diſ-appea- 
rance, ; 
But, in the Day-lreht of the next Life it ſhall be far 
otherwiſe; whatever difference there may ſeem in 
Graves, thoſe Priſon-houſes here, there ſhall be no ſuch 
diſtinction betwixt the Priſoners hereafter, 

The Phariſee may Paint his Sepulchre to pleaſe Men, 
but ( without the ſad colours of a true repentant Sor- 
row) he can never paint hzs Soul, ſo as to pleaſe God, 

Yea however, in the reſpect aforeſaid, there may be * 
ſome 1nequality amongſt Tombes , = none at all 
amongſt the Boxes therein contained , and therefore 


death is called — A land of Darkneſs — and without any Job. to. 


order, Could we go down into thoſe Chambers of 
death, look amongſt that Rubbiſh of mortality, and 
there behold thoſe Pititull Remaines of mans ruine : 
Alas ! the Head of an Emperour retaines not the Print 
of the Imperial Diadem upon it: we can ſee no Cha- 
rafter at all, no not ot one of the three Crownes upon a 
dead Popes skull, no ſjgne of theſe formidable and 
Majeſtique Robes upon the boye of a Judges ſhoulder. 
The renowned Ribband leaves K- mark upon the back 

| or 
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or Breaſt of X»ights or Nobles:; Nor does the Honou- 

rable Garter make any Laſting Imprefsion , upon that 

ſhin-bone which uſed to wear it, and be adorned 
. withit, 

Which rmmpartial and undiſtinguiſhing Indifferency 

in the next World, is further imply'd in that, as we 

are Sentenc'd by The zook, ſo ſhall we be Summon'd 


Secret fignifications of this 7mpartiality, The former 
I have already touch'd upon, 

For the Trampet, Aquinas oblervesa T hree-fold uſe 
9-34.9.76, thereof amongſt the Fewes : — Congregabantur ad Con- 
2, 


ſtars, They were Summon'd therewith in. Council, In- 
cited in Set Bartels, Invited to Solemn Feſtzwals, 

To which we may adde a T hree-told aſe of it among 
Chriſtians, viz, At Ordinary Meales, as inſome Col- 
ledges and at your Sheriffs. 1 ables; At Church Aſſem- 
blies, as inſome Countries ; at your General A4ſs;zes, 
as.in this, and moſt” other places, all is done by the 
ſound of. the T7umper. : 


we dice * Chrilts laſt Barrel to be Fonghe, the Feſtival of 
: = pos all Saints and Angels ro- be Solemntz'd ,- The gear 
#cs decrr> $8pper of the Lamb to be celebrated ; the general aſ- 
n=, evit ſembly and Church of the Fir ſt-born to be congregated 
| =___ and the worlds great: Aſsizes to be held, by Chriſt the 
d. 12. +3, Judge of thoſe Afs;2es, And 'tis not withour cauſe, 


& will come down againin the ſame manner, 


far 


by T he T7»mpet -- Both which contain in them ſome- 


cilium, commovebazutur ad Prelium, wocabantur ad Fe- 


We have all thele met together in-the Text before- 
vs, Here is the Greud Council ottheKingdom to bekepr, 


3 , 


thar all is rranſafted by the Trampet : For as God is 
47-5. eonewp with the ſound of the Trumpet, wedoubt not but 


Now we know the Fewes bad not one kind of Note, . 


-  T g—__ 
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for the poor Peſant, 2nd another peculiar ſtrain, for the 
Princes of Iſrael , but all were ſummoned by che ſame 
note of the Trumpet, 

Nor with us Chriſtians is there one kind of call for 
the Governour, Another tor the Servitowy : no, but Tu- 
tor and Schollar to their Colledge-meales , Maſter and 
Servant tO Churchemeetings, the Commander andcom- 
mon Souldier to Field- Services, the great Counſellour 
and the pooreſt Client to the general Aſsizes, all muſt 
lien to the ſame ſound, and Summons of the Trumpet. 

How much more, at the blowing up of the laſt Trump 
( by an impartial Severeneſs., and all Perſonal 7rre- 
ſpetiveneſs) will God be ſure to maintain the Uni- 
torm, and #nd;/tinguiſhing uſage thereof, when by the 
ſame blaſt of an Archangel, Judges and Juſtices, Coun- 
ſellors and Clients, Jurors and Priſoners, Prieft and 
L People, all ſhall be ſummoned to the ſame Triall, all 
brought to the [ae Bar, all Commanded to the ſame 
Poſtare, 

Which invites me to the third Circumſtance con- 
ſiderable in this Fudgement, viz, The Over-rult 
Anthority thereof, here fignified, in that they all food 
before God, 

And ſo on to the fourth conſiderable, viz. The de- 
liberate, and convincing Legality of this Judgment --= 
The Bookes were opened, and thence to the certainty and 
Importance of all theſe paſſages ----7 ſaw, &c. 

Indeed when I firſt began to conſider of this SubjeR, 
my main deſignes were ſet upon theſe laſtObſervations, 
and had thought to have practically reduced all to the 
preſent occation, 

Eſpecially my Eye was much upon the opening of 
theſe Books, in one whereof was wrote === 2uecunque 

I 2 fecimus, 


, 
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fecimus, What we have'done , In the other, --- 214- 


cunque feciſſe debemus, What we ſhould have done, And 


in them I {aw was contained matter of moſt Pertinency 
co the buſineſs now before us. 


Firſt, I ſhould have enquired, what's meant by theſe. 


Books , and for that, IT had willingly ſate down at the 
Feet of S, Auſtin, Thomas Aqumas, and our Pious 
and moſt learned Champion of the Church of England, 
Dr. Hammond, 


All which do unanimouſly agree, that by theſe 


Books hereare ſignified the Conrt-rolls of Conlcience, 
thoſe boſom-records of all our thoughts, words and 


actions, there carefully reſerved, and then fullyand faith- 


tully to be Produced in that day. 

Secondly, I had obſerv'd,. that all things whatever 
are exactly Book'd: down , we neither think, ſpeak, nor 
act any thing without Book - If we can make a ſhitt tor 
Matter to- fill thoſe Books, God will be ſure to be 
Furniſh'd with Pooks to hold that Matter whatever ir 
be.. Which One thing, if but duely confider'd, as Fu- 
dah ſaid concerning Benjamin, — How ſhall I goe up to 
amy Father, and the Lad be not with me! We may ſay 
concerning CHRIS T, —How ſhall we dare to Goe 
vp, and ftand betore Our Father ,. if The Holy Childe 
F E.SU $ benotwith us © 

Laſtly, That al:hough theſe Books, in: many ſecure 
Souls, are kept.cloſe ſhut, untill that Day ( T heir ope- 
»ing now implies, they. were ſhut till now ) yet then 
they ſhall be ſuddainly, perte&ly and entirely opened — 
— Mira: ments: celeritate; &c, ſaith $. Auguſtine, All 
ſhall be clearly ſeen, by one quick Glance of an En-- 
lightned Soul, Conſcience being that Divining-Cup, 
which God (as it were) has cramm'd within us, .at our: 


Firſt. 
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Firſt making , and will, one day, as certainly diſcover 
our Thieveries, as our own Proper goods and Trea- 
ſures : whatever has been Feed up in theſe our Mor- 
tall bodies, this Treacherous Cup Betrayes all, 

And yet as Benjamiz's Sack cannot throughly be 
ſearch'd till the Beaſt be unladed, no more can theſe full 194d. xx, 
diſcoveries be made within us till by death we have all 
haid down this Load and Luggage of Mortality, 

But, you ſee I could not fairly come to- th; but by 
making a. rude and immethodical climbing over thoſe 
other Heads ; and time will not allow'of that juſt diſ- 
courſe due unto all, | 

Therefore fince we now cannot come ſo farre as the 
opening of theſe Books, and a moſt dangerous thing it is 
ro go0e away and leave them ſhnt - Let us heartily be- 
ſeech God to open them unto us in mercy here, before 
He opens them toall the world in judgement hereatter, 


Concerning which Judgement, I have ſome few 
words of Application, as to this dayes buſineſs, and (0 
I ſhall conclude, | 

We have ſpoken all this while of a 1#d4gment to come, 
but what's that, may ſome ſay, to this preſent day of 
judgment ? | 

Ianſwer thus, We all proteſs to believe, That Chri/ 
ſhall come again to: Tudge both the Quick andthe Dead,8&Cc, 
yet did we indeed really believe thoſe, there would not” 
be ſo much need of theſe Aſsizes. 

Truth is, they are tor the moſt part, a ſort of 7fidel 
(certainly, more than halt-Heathen) Chriſtians, thar 
put our Honourable Judges to all this trouble. 

Well; but if thoſe General Aſsizes muſt be in that 


Pay, as {urely as Theſe of ours are at this Day; of 
I.3 what: 


om 7, I9. 
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what mutuall. concernment are they one to another ? 
Briefly thus ! { 


Theſe (ſhould mind ns of Thoſe, Thoſe ſhould guide 


-us in Theſe z the Preſent ſhould ſerve as a Proſpe## of 


the Future, the Future ſhould ſerve as a Paterz of the 
Preſent Judgment, 

Thus, as Deep Calls unto Deep, and One Dolefull 
Creature Cryes unto Another :— {uch Correſpondency 
there might be betwixt Ths, and That Judgment to 
come, that by a good improvement, —The Leſſer 
may be Bleſſed of the Greater, 

For the Firſt, yz, that Theſe ſhould wind us of 
Thoſe, Who can hear mention of a Publick Gao!- 
delivery, and the Twdges approach for that purpoſe, and 
not think of the Reſorredlion in the 0xe, and the Co- 
ming of the Day of Indgment in the Other ? 

Who can hear the Triumphant Sounding of the $he- 
riffs Trumpets, or the Sad Clinking of the Priſoners 
Fetters, but muſt needs make ſome reflections upon 
The Trump of God in the One, and the Clattering of 
Thoſe Everlaſting Chains in the Other 2 

W ho can be by at the Arraigning of the Priſoners, 
and the Reading of their 1»d;ments, and not Con- 
template what S, Fohn here ſaw, viz, The Dead Stand 
before God, and the Books Opened ? 

In a word:, How can any one Stand and Obſerve 
the Witneſſes Evidence , the Priſoners Plea, &c, at 
This day, without ſome apprehenſions of Thoſe our 
Thoughts Accuſing or E xcuſing one another in That day? 
Or, is it poſsible one ſhould be preſent in Body at Mans 
Pronouncing of Indgment upon Condemned Priſoners, 
and at the ſame time not be preſent in Spirit at Gods 
Finall Sentenee upon Damned Sinners, — Goe ye Cur- 
ſed, & * | Who- 
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Whoever he be that has the Advantage of the Oye, 
and yee receives no Benefit by the other, is nothing 
more than a mere Idol that has Staring Eyes, but Sces 
z0t ; wide Gaping Ears, but Hears not : and which is 
yet more, an Immortal Sol, but Under ſtands not. _ 
For the Second, 4iz, that Thoſe ſhould Guide us in 
Theſe : To keep then to our Patern here before us — 
Firſt, Let Judgment be done Univerſally. 
Solomon denies not the doing of Juſtice. to Harlots ; + King. 3. 1 
nor does God refuſe to hear the pleadings of the Dew4l, 3,4, ;. 16. 
'Tis not well, that Judgment ſhould drop down like 
theRain.in Amos ---One peice was rained upon, and the Amos 4. 7+. 
piece whereon it rained not, withered, 

And yeras one of our reverend Biſhops obſerves,(con- 
{idering thoſe infinite numbers of evil thoughts, plots, 
and purpoſes, &c, . which go unpuniſht ) of thoſe many 
hundreds of tins, that cry daily-wunto God, ſcarce one, or 
two are condemned by man. 

1 Let our Judges make as clean work, as they can, *tis 
1 certain God and his Angels will find ſomewhat to 
| - Gleau after their ſickles, elſe what need there Another 
Judgment, if th; were altogether exact, and pertect 2 
But yet as the Houſe of that Romane Magiſtrate, . 
ſtood continually open, for all that came for Juſtice ; 
ſo ſhould there ever be, in the Frame, and purpoſe of 
your Wills, areadineſs to Juſtice , a Willingneſs to 
Mercy, and in thoſe regards, the doors .of your hearts - 
thould till ſtand oper to receive all Commers, That's 
tor the Generality. 
| Secondly, Let it be done 1mpartially, 
| Ot the Lemvites, it is ſaid ---Nec dextram, nec fint- 
ftram cognoverunt Levite, Wiinam nec Tnriſt s ! 
L \ 
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It were well if Lawyer, Levite, and all were uncon- 
cerned in this Right and Left hand Knowledge, 

In works of Charity, the Zeft muſt not know 
what the Right hand does; but in Works of Juſtice, 
there ſhould be neither tight hand nor left ,. and there- 
fore with them of old, the farue of a Judge was 


*Axwuehs (7, 6.) a meer handle(s ſtatue . for what reaſon 


it is not hard toconjecture, This weare ſure of, Bet- 
ter is it for us to Enter handleſs into Heaven, then 


having two hands (tull of Corruption) to be caſt into 


Hell fire, That's the ſecond Circumſtance --Let all 
be done Impartially, | 
T hirdly, Let all be done Authoritatively, 

I magnify mine of fice, faith S. Paul, As he did his 
Apoſtolical, *twere well, if all would magnify their 7ud;- 
calf Proceedings z Nothing but fin can Yilify them, 
Facinus quos Inquinat, 4quat -----Sin is the greateſt 
Leveller in the world ; It brings down the Bench and 
layes it even and level with the Loweſt Barre, 

If the giving of a Teſtimony may fetch down a Ju- 
Rice and ſer him amongſt the Witneſſes, the Com- 
mittiag of Iniquity hales him yet lower, and claps him 
up among the Priſoners, C onſcience Impleading the 
one, all the while the Law Arraigus the other, I hat's 
the third Circumſtance, | 

Fourthly, Let all be done Deliberately, and with a 
convincing Legality, ( together with what other mer- 
citul aud holy conſiderations, may be taken in by the 
opening of theſe Books ) there we have them both in one 
Verſe — Thy Righteouſneſs i like the Great Mountains, 
Thy Indgments are a great deep, (.e.) In all Gods pro- 
ceedings there is a leiſurable ſtilneſs , like the great 
d:ep , yet withall a Solid and Apparent Legalneſs like 

the 
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Sythe 5 which however (as you come along ) you may 
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the great Mountains, T1 only fpeak of the Firſt, 

Do but obſerve here, the Throne is prepared, the 
Judge is come, the Benches ſer, the Boards filled, the 
Barrs made reacy, witneſſes, priſoners and all brought 
forth, yet no further proceedings, till the Books be ope- 
ned,.—— He that believes.makes not hafle , nor does a 
Wiſe man make too much haſte in beleevizg, much lefs 
does 4 good man, itt condemning, He Cares not give cre- 
dit. much leſs Serternce, without Book. 


And in this the Tndges ſword may learn of the Mowers 


(3. 28. 16, 


hear them Pherting, and Whetting again, yet not a blow 
is ſtruck, but where *tis fully ripe for E xecition, and 
then, as we tear not off a Nayle, no nor Pluck upan 
Hair, without Pain: no more ſhould the Vileſt Z xcre- 
ment of-4 Kingdome , the moſt wretched Mifcreant 
that is, periſh without Pity. 

After the flood, GOD can ſmell 4 ſweet Sawonr , Gen. ?, ar. 
amidſt a World of carkafſes, that were ſpread like Dung 
upon the face of the Earth, bur yet, that Savour A- 
riſes not from the Reaking of the Bodies, but the bur- 
ning of the Altar, And ſhould the ſword of Juſtice be 
never ſo much bath'd in Blood, yet*tis not the Carkaſſes 
of the dead, which ſmell well- with God, but the holy 
barnings of the Living, ſuch as alwayes warmed S, Pauls 
boſome— who i(not to ſay deſtroyed, but) offended axd/x Cor. tx. 2 
IT burn not ? * Ed Jvas 

If the Heavens will not; the Earth muſt weep, be- # prey & 
cauſe they will not; the Tears of a compaſstonate 99r-Þr- Han 
Judge, may (in a ſacred manner) * ſhame the dry Eyes of Th, 
Heaven;ſo that God can't chuſe butmake them * Weep *Thenther 
with them that Weep , and melt in ſhowres, with them 40 vcen © 
that melt in Teares, . | Drog>'<... 
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—7ta feri, non ut ſe, ſed ut te ſentiat mori; {0 to ſtrike F 
that he may. feel his own death , that's the part of 
cruel Tyrants : but ſo to ſtrike, as if we ov ſelves felt _ 
it, that's the part of good Tudges; who as you came \ 6 


. 
UL 


huoder and with, ſo we hope you come like, the * Tefterday's Thun- | 

ain-ar the Jer-Showre , not without a mixture of Majeſty , and | 

dges in. 

wing, Merc), | 
' 
| 


Bur ſee.my ſelf irrecoverably loſt in this oxe leaf of 
Mercy ; what then will become of you, your great Pa- 
tience at preſent, and your weighty Afﬀeaires now 
following 2 all I doubt would be loſt, ſhould we adven- 
ture upon the Turning over of the other leaves of theſe 
Books ; which in regard I perceive them of themſelves 
moſt williagly opening at a Pſalm of Mercy, I hall here 
Fold down the Leaf, for your more ready Finding, and 
ſo at laſt cloſe up the Books, where Firſt I found them | 
epen, So much for the Text, * 


An Addreſs tothe F UD G ES, k 


E havedone Preaching, and now muſt 
berakeour ſelves to down-right Beg- 
ing : Indeed it falls out at ſuch times 
as Theſe, that the Poor CLERG1E have this 
Agvantage afforded them, to become Publick 
Beeger Y, | 
And although our Honourable Parria- 
MENT,In theirpious Care and Wiſdome, have 
Heds'd up our Way with Thorns, from all kind 
ol Tumnltuous Petitions ; yer here They have 


"0 | left 
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lefe usa Gap open, and a faire paſlage, to Touch: 


the Top of The Royall Sceptre , by our humble 
Approaches to You ( My Lords) by whom 
That Sceptre is fo Truly Repreſented, i 
Therefore Your patience, and the Prea- 
cher, having been Wrefling now This Hour : 
We cannot yet let You Goe, unleſs. You Bleſs us, 
with the grant of theſe particulars, which ſo 
much concern the Honour of That Sceptre. 
In order whereunto, the Firſt thing we beg, 
and the Laſt we would be demed, is, that the 
Lord's Day may be more Religioully Obſerv'd, 
and His Publick Worſhip more Devoutly Fre- 
vented. 


"Tis fad to think, that thoſe who ſhould 
alwayes be Ready for Caxr1sT's Coming(You 
know the Motto, GaLLus SupER TuBaMm) 
ſhould never be more Unready, then when 
weare chiefly toexpe& him, aswe ſhould do 
on that day. Heretofore Abuſes of this nature 


were like the Peſtilence, that Walks in darkneſs Mal. yr, & 


( Betimes in the Morning, or Late in the Eve- 
ning) but now Carts and Waggons, &c. are 
become demonia Meridiana , Deſtruftions that 
Waſte and reproach our Religion at Noon-day. 
That condemnation mult necds be grievous, 


when 
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whenMRebells ſhall riſe up in 1] adorn ent againſt 
200d Subjects. 

Next we: pray that all Perjuries, Frauds, 
Subornations, ec. ( which ſhould not be Wh 
med amongſt Cheilin meny may not be Im- 
penally praRifed in Chriſtian Courrs. 

That US be done through Strifeor 
Revenge, &c. and that all lingring and 
Vexatious 9s beeffectually prevented. 

That the: Poor be not oppreſſed in his 
Caule, nor the face. of any: =CEprGd - ng 
what 1s right. Is 

Thar the ſober and peaceable; Ecarid 
and Loyal Clergie may ſtill be Encouraged. 

Thar the: People (thole yer unſerled Souls) 

ens DE 20 longer poyſoned-: for our* Sea-mot 

7 wn fril Draw out:their Breaſts, -and in ſecret” Surkle 
pon faciempſe their Jouns « ONES ; but the beſt MGlk rhey < cant give 
As aw is þojſone. 

fr, cs Laſtly, thatall Saditin withithe cloſe Serie 
Mew lb1® naries chereot; ray (if-poſsible). beRepreſfed' 


redicant: 


g.inlo&. Love, Peace;Order, with all that'is :ruG64- 


of Love, Peace, and-Order, in all things may be 
Magnified;through Jefus:Chriſt our Lord, to: 


&86/ 5 _—_ END. 


lineſs, be heartily Promoted ; that f6:the God. 


whom:with the Fatherandrthe bleſſed Spirir, 


